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W H E People hive ſeen Eſſex 
in extraordinary Favour 
- with the Quez, and were 
herefore the more ſurpriz'd at 
is Fall. She had raisd him 
to the higheſt Dignities of her 
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Kingdom; and he continued then 
General of her Army in Ireland, a. 
gainſt the Earl of Brore, who had 
rais d a Rebellion there. His endea- 
vours to divert his Misfortune were 
vain; and after an obſtinate Re. 
ſiſtance, he was brought up to Lon. 
don, and confin'd to his Houſe. 


The Services he had done the 


State by his VaJour, were very con- 


fderab'e ; but the. Favours the 
Queens Goodneſs hed heaped on 


| him, proceeded from more ſecret 


Cauſe, and more preſſing Motives. 


Had the Earl of Eſſex never ſigna- 


1iz'd himſelf by the Glory of his 


Actions, the Kindneſs She had for 
him, would have made Her diſtin - 


guiſh him from the reſt of Her Sub- 
jeQs: And 'tis certain, Her Affecti- 
pi had made him Her Favourite, 
before he could pretend to it in the 


| leaſt by his Services. She was high- 
ly renowned above the Women * 
her time, ſor Courage, 2nd Strength 
| al Mind ; : yet too weak to be | 
Front 
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then] Proof againſt the . Impreſſions of 
d, 2. Love. She had a paſſionate Ten- 
o had derneſs for the unfortunate Crimi- 
ndea- nal, which was his Advocate, and 
were] defended him from t he Soveciry of 
Re. Juſtice ; and was {o from ta 
Lon. king Pieaſure of publick Revenge 
; of him, that She abhorred in Her 
the Heart, thoſe cruel Maxims that 
con- || croſꝰd her Inclinations. 

the | She kept her Bed to prevent pub- 
d on] lick Diſcovery of a Trouble it was 
<cret' not in her Power to hide; and ad- 
ives, | mitting of no Company but the 
2na- | Counteſs of Nottirgham, (Her in- 
his | timate Confident )'She gave Vent 
for || to her Tears, and freely lamented 
tins | the Misfortune that threatned the 
ub- | Repole of her Life. _ + 
cti- Tue Counteſs had little ſuſpeR- 
ite, | ed. the Queex's Inclinations; and 
the | thought her ſelf oblig d by power 
gh. ful Reaſons to find outthe Myſtery. 
of | But this being a tender Point, and 
zth | having to deal witha Przzc:/s natu- 
be rally of a very high Spirit, the Coan. 


EF: Teſs 1 


\ 


cy ed. 


(4) 
teſs was ſilent. But the Queen“ 
Grief was too violent to continue 
long Mute: Her Sighs confirm'd 
the Suſpicions of the Counteſs; and 
Her repeating in Her Trouble the 
Earl of Efſex's Name, convinc'd 
the Counteſs of the Truth of what 
till then the had but ſlightly fan. 


he C ounteſs had that Command 
of her felt, ſhe ealily.conceaPd-her 


Concern in the adi venture; and ap- 
pearing only ſenſible of the Trou- 
ble of the Cacen, ſhe us'd all the 


Art ſhe had to comfort Her; and 
fail'd not to ꝓut her in mind, how 
lerviceable on ihat Occaſton- Her 


Virtue might be to Her, which had 
already made Her we: wonder of 


the World. 
A, Madam : h (farts the Queen 


interrupring! her) Joa do not! yet 
gen, Me The Force I have long put 


n, Ny ſeify hath made you think, 


ub be real of the Worla, that the 


Height of My Spirit it, © bath abe 


Me 


3 
Me above the Infirmities of Na- 
ture 5; and the Greatneſs of My 
Thoughts, ſecur d Me from the Trou- 
bes of Life, 
zabeth 24 a Slave to her Weakneſs ; 
and hath all this while bat ſacrific'a 
to Reputation all the Quiet of Her 
Soul, and Happineſs of her Days. 
"Ti high time, Madam, to reveal 
the Miſtery, My Fleart, Madam, 


's ſenſible ana ſuſceptible of the 


deepeſt In preſſions: And what I have 


in appearance, Condemn'd mot, is 
perhaps the only thing has moi Power 


oder e. | ” 
The Earl of Eſſex is not leſs Fas 
mous for the Victor; gain d over my 
Heart, than for his Treaſons againſt 
me.: And I who have maintain d 
the Freedom of my Soul, and pre- 
ſerv'd the Liberty of . Affection, 


from ſubmitting to the Efforts of all . 
Europe, and the 
of my Subjects, have nom 
the Misfortune to find my Iigfnat- . 
ons violently ſwayd in Favoar "Of 4 þ 


the Princes of 


Greateſt 


EY * 


But. Alas ! poor Eli- 
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Perſon, as Ungrateful 1s Faithlejs, 
Toa know what I have done to raiſe 


him; nor can you be ignorant, hou 


all he hath requited Me by his 


Crimes. A Mau, who being Ge r.. 
nour of Ireland, General of wy Ar 


in quiet Poſſeſſion of the beſt Offices ci 
my Rirgdom, and Maſter of my A. 


fedtion $ yet could not forbear conſpi- 


ring againſt that Authority I was but 


too much inclin'd togive him a Share 


of : Ana perhaps, against a Life I 


took no other Pleaſure in, but the 


Opportunities ] had by it io make Hi 


It was not in the Queen's Power 
to ſay a Word more, And the 
Counteſs more than ordinarily con- 
cern'd at the Diſcourſe, grew ſo 


8 
much the more Curious; and pre- 


tending to comfort the Queen, En- 
gag'd her dexterouſly to a ſurther 
Diſcovery, =. 

Mo, Madam (replies the Queen) 
There'swo Hope of Comfort for Me, 
F the Earl of Elen die. Ry the Con- 


— — — — wed % ow. 2 Fe 1 


 aittan 


. Ty 1 33 Q., wn "Fs, Ig 34 .  — a 8 


222 
raiſe 
how 
Y his 
IVEY 
Z, 
ces Of 
y A fe 
0ſp4- 
s but 


Sharel 


ife I 
t the 
e Hu 


ower 
the 
con- 
ſo 

pre- 

En- 
ther 


teen) 

Me, 
Con- 
tian 


hall again be ſo weak to pardon him 


of Men, to the Rigor of his Fate. 


FE] 


dition you ſee hu Impriſoument hath 
put Me in, you may gueſs what Iam 
like to be Reduc'd to by his Death. His 
Crimes I abhor, but am in Love with 
his Perſon ; and fiad, that as I have 
been ſo weak to let him kaow it, 


all. Jou do not know his Carriage 
towards Me. And perhaps, My Af. 

ſection will as eaſily fd Excuſes for 

his Ingratitude, as it did for my Rind- | 
neſs, I will give you the Relation of \ 
it, but conjure you to reproach Me | 
Jo plainly with the Shame I expoſe My | 
Self to, that I may at laſt prevail with 
My felf to abandon the Ingratefullgit 


Shall not give you an Account 

of the Intereſts of England o- 
ther than what the Earl of Eſſex 
ſtands concern'd in, I will paſs by 
the Obſtacles rais'd againſt my Eſta: 
bliſhment ; and tell you only, I 
quickly gain'd Poſſeſſion, of the 
Throne, was ador'd of my Peopfe 


- 


: —— 
— — ——— — 
— — — — — — 
— —— * 


— — * 
* 9696 227 


* . _ 
Prop — ww a= 
"_ 


* ” + 2 - 
— * — _— 8 2 
— ee. — — — GS 


—_— — Ca 


— — — — 
. 


— — — Pons A" 
———ͤ%õ eo mer er Ie SO — 
* . x a0 
* 


res * Had conceiv'd: Only 


(3) 
and Happy beyond the Hopes of a 


Perion of my Sex. But Elevation 


is not always attended with the 
Plea ure of Life; and that Smooth 
Gale of Felicity and Repoſe in the 
beginning of my Reign, quickly 


blew over; at leaſt, in my Opinion. 


Being ſettled 3 m my Government, 


1 found my Court throng'd with 


Suitors of. Soveraign Grandure, 


ſtriving to merit the Choice it was 


in my Power (at once) to make 


of a Hsband, and a Ming: The 


Earls of Somerſet, Lebeefter. Avu- 
del, and Hert ford, had moſt Right 


to pretend to it. But finding My 


Self diſturbed by their Importuni. 


ties in my moſt ſerious Affairs, and 


not at all inclin'd to entertain their 
Suits, I formally declar'd to them 
Iden to live ſingle, and endea- 


vouredl to make them amérds by 


confiderable Imployments; and 
Allyances I beſtow'd on them. 
Three of them openly quitted the 


the 


CC , , I OFT Fay 


of a 
ation 
1 the 
1coth 
1 the 
ickly 
jon. 
nent, 
with 
ure, 

Was 
nake 


The 


un- 
ight 
My 
Unt: 


and 


heir 
hem 


(9) 

the Earl of Leiceſter, more Ambi- 
tious, or more conſtant than the 
reſt, kept afoot his Pretenſions, 

and publickly continued his Ser- 
vices: But it was not ordain'd his 
Perſeverance ſhould be Crown'd 


with the Reward of My Affection. 


The Earl of Eſſer having (i igna- 
liz'd himſelf againſt the Rebellious 
Earls of — and Weſt. 
morlaud, made, about this time, his 
firſt Appearance at Court, and found 
with more eaſe the Secret to Pleaſe 
Me. 

Thoſe who preſented im to Me, 
ſpoke much in Commendation of 
him. And IT was too much an Eye 
Witneſs of the Merit of his Perſon. 
I look'd upon him as an extracrdi- 


nary Man: Nor could 1 but trink 


it equally extraordinary, to find My 


Self ſo ſtangely 
at the firſt Sight. The Reception! 
gave him was very obliging 3 and 


the Acknowledgments be made me, 


were full of Reſpect: So that for 
the 


affected with him 
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the time, I ſaw no Cauſe to check 


my inclination, | 

I may Date from this firſt View, 
the Lois of my Kepoie, I preſent. 
ly fell intoa Diſqu: et I had till then 
been altogether a Stranger to: And 
in ipite of my bigh Spirit, I cauld 
not but inwardly acknowledge the 
Cauſe, And all the Efforts cf My 
haughty Humour againſt it, ſerv'd 
only to. make the Triumph of the 
Earl of Eſſex more Glorious. 

You would better comprehend 
her Condition I was' in, did you 
know the Reſentments of a Areat 
Soul, jealous of its Reputation, in 
Extremities of this Nature; the 
Combats it undergoes, and the 
Confuſion that attends the Defence. 

fear'd my Eyes would, diſcover 
the Pleaſure I took in looking on 
the Earl of Eſſex, and my Weak- 
neſs occaſion Diſcourſes in the 
World, to the Prejudice of my 
Glory. Iſhun'd the Sight of him; 


but to little Purpoſe, when I car- 
EE, = 


£7 


- # 


1. * _ 


ry'd the Idea of him in my Heart. I 
was angry with my ſelf jcr it, and 
ſummond my Reaſon to my Aſſi- 
ſtance to declare it: But n had 
ſo violently ſeiz'd my Heart, that 
Iſtruggled in vain to difpoicels him. 

By little and little I yielded My 
Self Captive to that powerful In- 
clination which had at firſt Sight 
made Me ſo much in Love with the 
Perſon of the Earl of Ffſex: And 
pretending the Services he had 
done Me againſt the Earls of Nor- 
thumberland and Weſtmorland, and 
the Memory I had of the good Ser- 
vices of his Father, as the ground 
of my Favour, I made him XKyight 


of the Garter, Maſter of the Horſe, - 
| and of the Privy. Council, though 
under Age. | 5 


Thus did I cheriſh. and indulge 


the Weakneſs I had ſo long ſtrug- 


gled with, and Condemn'd My 
Self for. The higher he grew in 


Office, the nearer he was to my 
Perſon, His Complaiſance, his 
: Reſpect, A 


—— — — 


(m3) : 
ReſpeR, his Looks, ( which to Me 


| "LT all Kind and Languifhing } 


and eſpecially My Affection, which 
had Tenderneſs enough to give a 


favourable Conſtruction to the leaſt 
of his Alen 1 8 to Betray 


1 

Envy rais'd him Enemies : The 
Earl of Leiceſter ( concern'd to be 
Jealous of him) quickly ſuſpected 


tlie Truth. And looking on the 


Earl of Efjeos, as a Perſon of Merit 
capable to croſs his Pretenſions, he 
made it his Buſineſs to ſupplant 
him; which-I preſently obſerved. 
I eaſi ly foreſaw the Trouble My 


Favour might cauſe between Per- 
ſons ſo conſiderable: And the bet · 


ter to countenance the Kindneſs [ 


had for Efex, I affected a little 
Complaiſance for Leiceſter, which 
| ſomewhat abated thee Edge of his 


Jealouſis: 
About that time, the Xing 0 


Sweden, the Emperour, for his on 


1 and the Duke of e made me 


their 


in time be Her Maſter, 


(nn) 


their ſeveral Propoſals of Marriage, | 


which I was. forc'd to receive; but 
wanted not Pretences to ſend home 
their AmbaTadours, without any 
Fruit of their Negotiation. 

How contrary. to the real Motive 
of my Actions, were the Inter- 
pretations Men made of my Reſu- 


ſal of Marriage with theſe Princes 


It redounded much to my Honour; 
My Glory was increas'd by it, and 
the World admir'd iy. Contempt 


of Love, even then when My'Squt 


was wholly Poſſeſt by it. ; 
The Averſion-I expreſt for For- 

reign AS; raisd the Hopes 
ne 3 and Eſſer 


— over pech at it: Not ( ſaid 


he, as I heard afterwards ) Lat that 


the Queen is diſcreet in all her Acti- 


ons; and Her Choice, had She made 
Oe, had been Decent an Just: But 
that T think Her ſo fit to reign alone, 
that I could not without extream. 
Trouble, ſee Her ſhare Her Authority 
with a Habana, who perhaps would 


* 


(] 
! 
* 
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Ihe Conſtruction I made of the 
Earl of Eſſexs Zeal, was ſuitable to 
My Affection, and the Deſire I had of 
gaining his Heart; which I wiſh'd 
ſo paſſionately, that I fancy'd it done, 
and that the pretended Severity, 
that made me flight Minges, was 
the only thing that frightned his 

Reſpect; and that he had declared 
his Love to Me, could he have 
thought he durſt preſume to do jt. 
The Dake Alanſon (not difcou- 
rag d by my Refuſal of his Bro- 
ther) began ſoon after to make Ad- 
dreſſes for himſelf ; and it was not 
in My Power to deny My Con- 
ſent for his Voyage to London: But 
what Ad vantages ſoever he pleaded 
in his Favour, certain it is, the 
Earl of Eſſex loſt not any he had 
gain'd over Me. Tie Stay of that 
Prince in England, fortify'd the 
Earl's Intereſt : He was conſtantly 
at my Elbow. When the Duke 
of Alanſon (poke to Me, methought 


I read Reproaches againſt my Self, 


ar: 


(15) 
in the Earl of Eſſex's Eyes. The 
Earl of Leiceſter watched Me as 
careſully ; though not with equal 
Regard for Me. Irais'd ſo many 
Diſſiculties againſt the Duke of A- 
lanſon's Deſign, that he was forc'd 
to delift : And I rid my Hands of 
his Perſon, and his Suit, without 
giving him Cauſe of Complaint. 

You know that after the 'Death 


of the Queen of Scots, the Ring of 


Spain (who ſtill makes himſelf in- 


diſpenſibly ſubject to a Neceſſity of 


Oppoſing Me) entred into a League 
with the Pope againſt Me. And ha- 
ving fill'd the World with Injurious 
Declaratious againſt My Right to 
the Crown, they joynd all their 
Forces to pull it off My Head. The 
Spaniards made themſelves on the 
ſudden Maſters of Daventer: The 
Duke of Parma laid Siege to Says. 
t was high time to provide ſor De- 
fence ; and the Earl of Leiceſter was 
ſent away with all the Nobility of 


the Kingdom, in the Head of a 


nume 


id Nt 


| 
\ 
] 
' 
| 


(16 ) 
numerous Army. The Earl of | E/- 
ſex wps one of the firſt to follow 
him; and. as ſtrongly inclin'd as I 
was to ſtay him, yet I thought 
the Man I lov'd ought not to be 
Idle, when he had Opportunity, by 
glorious: Actions, to merit the Kind. 
neſs I had for him. 

I will not ſpend time in giving 
you a Relation of a War, which 
perhaps you are ſufficiently inform'd 
ef; and concerns not the Secr2ts: of 


My Life. It tended to our Ad- 


vantages; all (to the very Winds) 
having favour'd Our Side. When 


the General of the Army arriv'd-at 


London, I was carry d in friumph 


to St. Paul's: Vet the Joy Thad to 


ſee the Earl of - Eſſex, was greater 
than that for the ſignal Victory ob- 
tain d. Amongſt an infinite num: 
ber of Perſons of ſeveral Ranks, 
my Eyes were fixed only on him: 


And much ado I had, ſometimes, 
out of Policy, to caſt a Look on 
the E rtf Leiceſter, Both of them 


had 


(17, 
had done very great Actions: I 
commended them pubilckly , and 
particular joy d the Earl of E ſſex, 


for the Succeſs of his Valour and 


Conduct; who ſpoke ſo much in 
Praiſe of the Valour and Conduct 


Jof the Earl of Leiceſter, that he was 


forc'd in requital, to do him Right, 
in giving him openly the Elogies he 


deſerv'd. 


Not long after this Expedition, 
the Earl of Eſſex fell into a very 
deep Melancholly. I was the firſt 
that perceived it; and took it for 
an Effect of ſome Secret Paſſion. I 
wiſhd now and then he would once 
take the boldneſs to declare himſelf, 


but preſently My Reafon, upon Se. 


cona Thoughts let before my Eyes the 


Confuſion would certainly follow 


an Explication of that Nature, to 


Ithe Ruin of My Reputation, and 
that high Eſteem the World had for 
Iue: Vet (to ſpeak Truth) I could 


ot reſolve what to do, or to wiſh: 


Gam | in Love; I deſird to be lovd 


again ; 


C2. 
again, and that was all could make 
6. - i: 

The Earl of Fſſex in the mean 


time continu'd Sad ; I was troubled 


to {ce him ſo; and fancy ing My elf 
the Cauſe, I was deſirous to know 
it, and reſolved to ſetch it out of 
him. 

le had full Liberty of Acceſs to 
Me, and J enlarg'd it daily: But 
not to expole My Reputation in 
forcing him to declare himſelf, I 
pretended an Inclination to favour 
the Earl of Leiceſter; who, ſince 


his late Victories, had entertain d 
new Hopes. 
One Day, as the Earl of Eſex 
came to thank me for the Govern- 
ment of Jreland 1 had beſtow'd on 


him, I was loth to Joſe the Oppor- 
tunity ;-and : interrupting what he 
would haye ſaid in Acknowledg- 


ment: Tou need. not enlarge your. 
alf, ſaid I, n 4 thing I am fully 
aer d of. 1 take, Pleaſure in Rai ſing 
NJuaour Fortune, and wiſl- I could as ' 


e 


ONS: + 


— 


FE, 
eaſily remove your Melancholy, as I 
am pleaſed to give a New Proof of 
the Senſe I have of your Service. Tow 
may, in your Turn oblige me (ad- 
ded I) who am fallen into a Trouble- 


fome Conjuucture, aud find it very 


difficult to reduce my Aﬀections in- 
to a Complaiſance with the Neceſſity of 
the State. This preſſes me hard, 
to provide England a Ming: This 
Choice is difficult , and I have not 4 
mind to make it among Foreigners. 
You are diſcreet, and I have Rea- 


ſou to believe, not the leaſt Loving 


of my Sabjecls. 17 will take your 
Advice; ſpeak your Mind freely. 
hat Man in England you think bet 


deſer ves this Fortune ? 


Tlook'd on him with that Kind- 
neſs, as would have inſpird the 
moſt fearful with Boldneſs; I ob. 
ſery'd in tis Eyes extraordinary E- 
motions, and all the Symptoms of 


\NaSecret ready to break out. The 
Point appear'd Tender, and My 
Imagination flatter'd me, all would 


be a 


* 


(20 ) 
be as I wiſh'd. Tour Majeſties Reſo- 
lation, anſwers he, wil render a Man 
more Glorious by the Quality of Tour 
Tasband, than of the Greateſt Mo- 


narch on Earth. Remember, ſaid I, 


J expect not aPanegyrick, but Advice 
from Jou: And that your Buſineſs 
at preſent, is to Nominate the Man 1 
am to make Ming; not. to Com. 
mend his good Fortune in being ſo. 


The Bufineſs fo ſo nice, Madam, e- 


plyes he, I dare not ſpeak my Mind 
though your Majeſty order it, Did 
ou know, {aid I, what * moves me to 
this Confidence in you, you would per. 
haps expreſs jour ſelf with a great deal 
more Freedom, Bat becauſe, to bring 
you to it, I muſt proceed further; 
tell me, whether you think the Earl 


Leiceſter deſerves to be jour J. 
Prince? The Earl of Leiceſter, 


anſwers he, is Well Born, and 4 
Perſon of Great Merit, and will 


anſwer the Honour your Majeſty in- 


| tends him. Is that all you have to ſay 
| | 4 


ww 


( 21 ) 

he, with a Sigh, which made me ex- 

ret ſomething more Pleaſing, 7 
ould have mare to ſay to you for my 

ſelf, than the Earl of Leiceſter. What 


» Binders you ? ſaid I. The reſpe# 1 


have for our Majeſty, anſwer'd he. 
I am in Love, Madam; but 'tis not 
a thing fitting, to make my Queen 


% Confident. I Bluſh'd at thoſe 


words, and was in a mind not to 
proceed further: But I look'd up- 
on him, and there needed no more 
to declare my Weakneſs. I have 
that eſteem for you, added I, that 


lam not unwilling to be of your Coun- 


al, Well, Madam, ſince you will _ 


have it ſo, continues he, I muſt 
a quaiæt Jou, I am aeſperatly in 
Love with the Counteſs of Rutland; 


und that I cannot Live if your Ma- 
% conſent not that ſhe ſhall make 


me happy. 
Tou may eaſily gueſs what an A- 


in- toniſnment I was in at this Explica- 


ion; having upon ſo good Grounds 
xpected to have heard my Self 


C named — 2 


. ( 22 ) 
named; it is well for me, I had not 
aicogether loſt the Haughtineſs of 
my Nature: The poor Remains of 
it were my only Help to preſerve 
me from diſcovering more Weak 
neſs to the Earl, than he had dil. 
cover'd Love for his Miſtreſs. Hi 
Tranſports help me to cover mine. 
He perceiv'd not the Blow he had 5 
given me. And ſacrificing my Grief, 
to my Glory, I affected to appear 5 
calm and unconcern d, when my] 
Soul was full of Trouble and Con- 
fuſion. Jou have made a very good 
Choice, ſaid I, and the Counteſs of Rut. 
land will very well deſerve the tindneſi h. 
| you profeſs for her. Madam, replies 
he, with Satisfaction in his Looks, In 
wnich heightned my Grief, Toa have] in 
done more for me, in approving the P. | _ 

fron. I have for the Counteſs of Rut. 

land, Than you cou'd have done, had 15 

you procurd me the Empire of thifl © 
Univerſe, It is your Deſire then, M. 
added I, with a Sigh, my Deſpair 00 
forcd from me, that I ſhoald give her -* 
5 e to 
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to jou. I defire any thing, ſays he, 
that may preſerve me from dying for 
Love of her. Go your way then, la id 
I, to be rid of him, and eaſe my ſelf 
ef the intolerable Conſtraint I was 
under, Be afſurd, I will concern 
my ſelf in your Amour: Jou ſhall 
know it in time. But take heed you 
give not the Earl of Leiceſter theleaſt 
Intimatiow of the Secret I have im- 
parted to you. Not before I have Or- 
der from your Majeſty, anſwer'd he, 
to congratalate his Happineſs, and 
pay him the Devoirs of an Afﬀetti- 
onate Subject. 

Had you ſeen with what an Air 
he pronounc'd thoſe Words, you 
would have abhorr'd him for his 
Ingratitude. As for me, I was left 
in {9 deſperate a Condition, it was 
long e'er I cou'd recover my Rea- 
ſon out of the Entanglements of 
Love, Anger, and Jealouſie. 

I was partly the Author of my 


Misfortune, by calling to Court the 


Counteſs of Ratlard, after her !ius- 
| C3 - band's 


- * —— — — 


— — — 
—— 


(24) 


Þand's Death, without conſidering 
| the was one of the hanſomeſt Lz 


dies on Earth; and but Sixteen 
Years old. I have not obſerved any 
particular Kindneſs the Earl of Eſſes 


had tor her: He viſited her as other 


Ladies of the Court. But their In. 
treꝛgue was miſterious; and the 
more lecretly it was carry d, the En. 
gagement was the ſtronger, and the 


Affection more tender. 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the 
Trouble I was in, when Anger ſeiad 
the Place Grief had poſſeſt in my 


Heart. Though the Earl of Eſſex had 
been Ignorant of his good Fortune, 


I could not forbear reproaching him 
for ſlighting it as he did; and 


forgot not to charge him with 


Treachery and Ingratitude. But 


when I conſider'd he was fo far from 
apprehending my meaning, that 
he was gone directly to make a (6 
lemn Tender of his: Love to ano- 
ther, and carry her the joyful News 
of his Succeſs with me; I reſol 


ved 


(25) 
ved at leaſt to delay the Pleaſure 
of it for a time , and went out of 
my Cloſet into my Chamber, to 
call him back. I thought I heard 
the Earl of Leiceſter's Voice and 


his in the Ant. Chamber, and go- 


ing to the Door found I was not 
miſtaken. Leiceſter's Jealouſie, had, 
in all probability, made him watch 
Eſſeæ as he entered my Chamber; 
and when he ſaw him return with 
Satisfaction in his Looks; You ate 
happy, ſays he, in a Priviledze, to cn. 
tertain the Queen as long as gon 
pleaſe , when others, who as palſtomate- 
ly defire it, cannot obtain that Mippi- 
es for a Moment, I am perſmaded re- 
plies Eſſex you better dejerve it ; and 
make no doubt, but you will ſind more 
Pleafare in it. I will leave you at li- 
ber:y to go in Search of it 5 and you 
may ao me a Favour not to ſlay me, 
being call d another way, on a very. 
preſſing Occaſto. He had no foone) 

laid ſo, but he went his way; and 


— SIR” =. 
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1 was ſo confounded at this new 
Sight, I ſcarceknew where l ſtood. 

Having at Length recover'd My 
Reaſon, I had the Diſcretion to 
hide my Weakneſs, Preſently my 
Anger would have vented it ſelf on 
the Counteſs of Rutland: But I 
conſider'd her only Crime was her 
Beauty; and that ſhe knew not My 
concern for her Servant. 

The Earl of Leiceſter having at 
his Entrance perceived me in Diſor. 
der, durſt not take notice of it ; 
but after a ſhort Viſit withdrew, 

A little before, I had ſent to Con- 
gratulate the King of Navarre, up- 
on his coming to the Crown of 
i Fraxce ; and having Intelligence 
he wanted Aid to ſecure his Govern- 
if ment, I refolv*d to ſend him ſome 
under the Conduct of the Earl of E/- 

fer, in hopes his ablence might Cure 
Me. I would have perſwaded My 
F ſelf, the Cauſe of My removing 
bim on that Occaſion, was My 
deeſire to ſorget him; but upon ſe- 
5 cond 


93—— we — oy, 


- „ „ wy 


_ 


py 8 2 — Se. 


2 
K 


99999 


cond Thoughts, I muſt confeſs, it 
was rather the Deſire of removing 
him out of the Sight cf a beloved 
Rival. „ 
Being reſolv'd on the Point, I 
haſt ned the Execution, and having 
ordered the Earl of Eſſex to attend 
me: You love Honour, laid I to him, 
and T cannot think you will prefer 
the Pleaſure of Sighing before a Mi. 
ſtreſs, to the Opportunities of ac- 
quiring Glory: I have provided One 
for jou; and am reſolud you ſhall 
Command the Troops I am ſending to 
the French Xing. And to fortifee 
your ſelf again the Troubles of Ab- 
ſence, jou need but only think of the 
Pleaſure of a Return. His Anſwer 


was only in Sighs , and that paſſio. _ 
nate Language made me haſten his 


Departure. 

Soon after, the Caynteſs of Rat- 
lend whom I could not forbear 
uling very colily ) deſtr'd leave to 
go into the Country, a conſidera- 
dle diſtance from London. I had 
C 4 then 
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" I ny 
then ſo little Love for her, I did not I A. 
delire to have her near me, but rea- Jac 
| dily conſented ſhe ſhou'd retire. 2g 
| The Hopes ſhe had to ſee the Earl Fit 
of Efjex return, ſupported her fo, iſ we 
that {he with much mcderation, ſaw io 
him take his leave: But lam aſſur'd Nth 
by Experience, the Grief for his De- hi. 
parture, equall d, at leaſt, the Hopes I m. 
jor his return. 
When le was arrived in France, 
Fame ſpoke aloud in Commendati- tir 
on of him: his Abſence alter'd not I ſy; 
my Affection; and in fpits of all un 
I could do to the contrary, I had a ND; 
{ſenſible Pleaſure to hear him Com- || me 
mended. Ac 
Had I been deſir'd, I ſhould have Eat 
call'd him home as ſcon as France Pe 
was in Peace: Bur I ſent him new 
Order To joyn Admiral Howard, We 
who was going tor Spain: And 1 Jan 
gave him the like Commiſſion for || on 
this Expedition, as for that of France. I vo 
Ie did wonders in Saia, and his III 
ſingle Valour frightned the Wa Jof 
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at Plymouth ; from whence, 


@ 29 
And having taken Calis, and pil- 
lag d the Coalt of Portugal, he put 


again to Sea for England. The 
Fleet was ſcattered by a a Storm, and 
we had News the Earl of Efſex was 
loſt, Then it was [ knew better 
than ever, the Kindneſs 1 had for 


him. I could no longer periwade 


my ſelf that his Indifference for me 
deſerv'd mine for him. 


I accus'd the Sea- a ad 


times, for having taken too unrea- 
ſonable a Revenge for me, and was 
under Sufterings more cruel thai 
Death, till News was brought 
me, that by the Aſſiſtance of tne 
Admiral of Holland, he was arriv'd 


Days, he came to Court. 0 
To ſhew you how little Reaſon 
we have, when we are in Love, 


and how fickle are the Reſoluti- 


ons of a tender Heart, though pro- 


| voked by Slights and Contempts: 


had lamented the Death of the _ 
of Eſſex, and receiv'd the New 
C3 


in tew 


(30) 
of his being Alive with a Thouſand 
Tranſports of Joy. I was extream- 
ly pleas'd with the Report of his Ar- 
rival at London: Put when ] confi. 
der'd I ſhould fee him full of Love 
for another, and that perhaps I 
ſhould not be able to conceal m 
7 ealouſie, I was tempted to order 
him to give the Coancil an Account 
of his Conduct, and not admit him 
into my Preſence, I was ſometimes 
of the Opinon, I ſhould he able to 
do fo: But this weak Heart of mine, 
ſo prepoſſeſt in favour of him, re- 
volted againſt all my Reſolution; 
I muſt follow my Inclinations, and 
fee the moſt dangerous Enemy of 
my Repoſe, the Troubler of my 
Reſt. 'He came to White-hal : 
l admitted him into my Preſence, I 
look'd upon him; and ſpight of all 
my high Spirit he ſaw nothing but 
Kindneſs in all my Actions. 
Lou may imagine, what an 


agreeable Surprize it was to me, 
to find, 


at our firſt Conference, 
that 


* 
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1 
that Abſence had wean d his Aﬀe- 
tions from the Counteſs of Nut- 
land. He appear'd no longer in that 
languiſhing Melancholy I obſerv'd 
him in betore his Departure : Re 
had Satis fact ion in his Looks: The 


Air of his Actions were ſmooth and 


calm. And I fancy'd as much Joy 


in his Face, though the Counteſs of 


Rutland was abient, as 1 felt in 
my ſelf, at the Explication he 
made. I fee 
with Victory, ſaid I: Bat am jorry 


it is not in my Power to reward 


your Toil with a Sight of the Counteſs 


of Rutland. But if any thing I can 
do, can comfort ou. Ia eaſily 


comforted for her Abſence, when I am 
permitted to 


ſee your Majeſty, an- 
ſwer'd he. I have no Paſſion now 
but for the Glory of Serving your 
Majeſty 3 and the Counteſs of Rut- 
land is inom to me no more than other 
Ladies of the Court. Are you no 
longer in Love with the Counteſs 


of Rutland, Replied I? be- 


you again returud 


tween 


(x. 
twcen Joy and Diſtruſt. Toa have ſm 
focren tos faſt, When you ſee her a. fe 
2314 hen I fee her again, 
i1vs he, interrupting me, it ſball be ſb 
without thole Tranſports 1 expreft o 
for her, not forgettinz the Reſpeits IS 
dus to your Majeſty, What, anſwered Ip 
J, are you not afraid of the Reproaches I re 
of a provoxed Miſtreſs? No Madam, I v 
{aid he, in a free and unconcern'd I h 
manner: Al I am concern d for, is m 
to ao my Duty, and approve my ſelf I m 
worthiy your Majeſties Favour, This E 

anſwerꝰd I, deſer ves my Acknowledg- m 
ment; and time ſhall let you ſee I am ¶ tc 
not ungrateful, | „ 
Thus did the Earl of Eſſex aſſure ] ſv 
me he was Cur of his firſt Paſſi- 
on: And I was in Hopes, it 
might be in my Power to ee 
him one Day entertain another, 
A Week after, he deſir'd leave 
to go into the Country, about 
his private Affairs: He was ab- 
ſent a Fortnight , and return'd til 
- more hy 
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(33) 
more calm and unconcern'd than- 


evel. | 

The Earl of Leiceſter had doubled 
his Importunities in the Abſence 
of the Earl of Ee in France and 


Spain; and obligd me at laſt, to 
He is natu- 


put him out of Hopes. 
rally Bold; and was ſo blown up 
with the Opinion of the Glory he 
had gain'd by ſome late Atchiev- 
ments, that he proceeded to telling 
me plainly, He was jealous of the 


Earl of Eſſex : and would have 
made a Crime of the Diſcourſe I 


told you of, paſt between them, as 
Eſſex left my Chamber. The An- 
ſwer I made him, was an abſolute 
Command, He ſhould be ſilent ; 


which was ſo far obey'd, that after 


ſome day's Murmuring, he held his 
Peace. Yet this put me in mind to 


obſerve ſome Meaſures, and not to 


follow openly My Inclination. 


Things continued in this State, 
till the Troubles of Ireland. T | 


have often open'd my Mouth, to 


: | "il 
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let the Earl of Eſſeæ know the Ad- 
vantages he had over me; but Mo- 


deſty ſhut it again: Yet ſeeing him 
under a Neceſſity of going for Ire- 


land, when the Earl of Tyroze had 
rais'd a General Rebellion, I had 


not the Power to let him take leave 
without acquainting him, The 


Kingdom was at his Command, Up- 


on the firſt News of the Troubles. 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, beg. 


* ging the Honour of my Command, 
to go Quiet thoſe Diſorders, You 


have done enough, ſaid I, and there's 
us need you ſhowd ( by expoſing your 


' ſelf to New Dangers) oblige me to 


New Acknowledgments, I doubt 
not, Madam, unſwer'd he, but the 


| Favour I beg of your Majeſty will be 
envy'd me: But I take the boldneſs 


to ſay, Your Majefty cannot refuſe it 


me, without doing your {elf Injury: 
It being an occaſion may contribute 
to my meriting the Fayour you have 


already honour'd me with. The 
Order you expreſs for undertaking 
5s Great 
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(35) 
Great Actions, replied I, is not per- 
haps ſo pleaſing as you imagine: 
And all the Good that may redound 
to Englaud thro your Valour, is leſs 
conſiderable, than the Trouble is 
given me, who take leſs Care of 
my Crown, than your Lite. I am 
Ambitious: Yet — Ah! my Lord, 
ſave me the Confuſion of a more 


— * 
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particular Explication of what you 


ought and might eaſily have long 
ſinca underſtood. I might perhaps 
preſume too far in my Wiſhes, ſays 
the Earl, in ſome Diſorder. Wiſh 
boldly, anſwer'd I, Ilove you; and 


if I bluſh to tell you fo, *tisnot that 


I am either aſham'd, or repent of 
it, You may believe this Acknow- 
ledgment a very hard Task for a 
Perſon of my Humour, who have 
ſeen you Sigh for another, when I 
flighted Kings for your Sake, and 
would have ſacrificed more to 
your Satisfaction. What, Madam 


eryes he, like a Man aſtoniſht, 
been 


Have you lovd me, 


i 


i 
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(. 36.) 
been ſo unfortunate, to make my 
ſelf unworthy your kindneſs by thoſe 
| Sighs1nowdifavow? Did my Eyes 
| never tell you what I look'd for in 
{ Yours? /a/aI, Ineverhad the Bold- 
j neſs, anſwered he, to make any ſuch 
Conſtructions of your Looks. Your 
Fear was the effect of indifference, 
| ſaid I, no more of what is paſt. 
Tell me now can ye love me? Ra- 
ther ask me, Madam, azſwers he, if 
all the Affection of mySoul can merit 
your love? And whether the Earl 
of Leiceſter, whom you deſign to 
make the Happieſt Man on Earth, 
- ſhall not carry the Day from me. 
The Earl of Leiceſter, ſuid I, was but a 
Pretence to make you ſpeak, I told 
you then truly the Thoughts I had 
of you. My trouble for you was not 
ſmall, both in your Abſence, and 
ſince your Return : But all is forgot- 
| ten. Be henceforth as I wiſh, and 
doubt not of being Happy. _ 
Hie anſwerd me with ſome Diſ- 
order, which I fancy'd the Effect of 
- Bet + unexpected 


Paving 


. 


unexpected Joy. I thought it time 
to be no longer Scrupulous; and 
that it was in vain to have any Re- 
ſerves when I had ſaid ſo much. 7 
5 not let you go under any Uncer- 

tainty, proceeded I, but to convince 
ou clearly of the Trath of what I 
an, r this, laid I, —— 
him a Ring, as the higheſt Marx 
of my Favour, keep it as a Pleage of 
my Kindneſs; which I conjure you to 
reſerve in the State it is in: and 
0 that Condition, ] promiſe you, ne- 
ver to deny you any thing you ſhall de- 
ire of me, when you ſhem me this 
Alng, rhough it coſt me my Life 
and my Fortune, 

His Joy and Acknow ledgement ts 
a receiving the Ring, were in ap- 
pearance extraordinary and unpa- 
ailet'd , and attended with Pro, 
miles of as high a Nature. 

He went for Ireland in a few days, 
me fully perſwaded his 


| Thoughts were 4 taken up 
with me. 


But he had ſcarce ad- 
vanc'd ? 


638) 
vanc'd upon the Rebels, but he was 
Charg'd with all the Crimes of which 
occaſion'd his Impriſonment, and 
that of the Earl of Sthampton. 
Then it was, I began to repent I 

had not given Ear to tte whole. 
ſome Advice Cicil wou'd have gi. 
ven me, concerning the i et Con- 
duct of the Earl of Eſſex. 

In a word, while my Thoughts 
were wholly imploy'd to make his 
Fortune Glorious, he was Plot- 
ting with the Earl of Tyrone, to 
ſurprize and make Me Priſoner in 
this Place, | 

You know the reſt, Madam, his 
obſtinate Reſiſtance, his want of 
Reſpect for my Orders, his Impri- 
ſoning my Miniſters, his Murther- 
ing my Soldiers, and his intollera- 
ble Pride in all his Misfortunes. 


Thus ended the Queen's Dis- 


courſe; which having call'd freth 
to her Mind, all that had paſs'd be- 
tween Her and Effex, ſhe was 
more troubled than ever. 


The 
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The Counteſs of Nottingham hath. 


heard Her with Attention ſuitable 
to her great Concern in the Diſ- 
courſe. She, as wellas the Queen, 
had been in Love with the Earl; 
and advanc'd many ſteps, but in 


vain, to raiſe a Paſſion in him: And 


having newly underſtood the Cauſe 


of his {lighting her, it added infinite - 


ly to her former Reſentments. 


She had no mind to condemn the 
Queen's Weakneſs, knowing her ſelf 


guilty of the like: nor was ſhe in- 
clin'd to ſpeak in favour of a Man 
who was grown ſo much the more 


odious to her, as ſhe had formerly 


paſſionately loy*d him. She thought 
it ſufficient to comfort the Queen 
with Diſcourſes that ſeem'd to pro- 
ceed only from Zeal for her Service, 
when in truth, her Thoughts were 


J wholly bent for the Ruine of an in- 


grateful Lover; who, in her Judg- 
ment, deſerved nothing but Ha- 
tred at her Hands. 


Though Love thought not fit the 
Earl 


(40) = 
Earl of Eſſex ſhould admire the 
Counteſs of Nottizgham ; yet ano- 
ther was her Captive, whoſe Cha- 
racer, did, in a manner, make her 
amends , It was Secretary Cecil, 
uho amidſt his great Offices, and 
the Gravity that became them, dit- 
cover'd, in the Beauty, Ingenuity, 
and high Spirit of the Counteſs of 
Nottingham, ſome Charms, that 
made him capable of a ſtrong Paſh- 
on for her; which was heiglitned 
by the Hatred both of them had 
profeſs'd againſt the Earl of Eſſeæ; 
Cecil having always look*d on him 
as the invincible Obſtacle of his Am- 
bitious Pretentions: and the Coun- 
teſs had againſt him all the Rage of 
an Averſion that uſually ſucceed 
| Kindneſs abus?d. 


They were glad of the Impriſon- 


ment of the Earl of Eſſex, but 
the favourable Inclinations the 
Queen expreſt ior — alarm'd 
them. | 
The 
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The Counteſs had no ſooner taken 
leave of the Queen, but ſhe gave Ce- 
cl account of all ſhe had learnt, 
Having conſider'd the Conſequen. 
ces, they concluded it neceſſary, 
while their Princeſs ſigh'd ſecretly 
for the Priſoner, means ſhould be 


found by private ways, and in art- 
ful Conduct, without their appear- 


ing to have any ſuch Deſign, to 


take away the Mercy which Love 


might inſpire into her. 
Cecil, for the firſt ſtep, preſsd 


the Queen to bring Eſſex to his Try- 


al; and caus'd certain News of his 


Death to be ſpread througout Eng- 


land. 


Eſſex, in the mean time, was bu- 


fied with Thoughts of more weight 


than thoſe of his Life. He knew 


well enough, his Queen Lov'd him, 


and knew as well, he had deceiv?d 
her , 


and that ſhe might, with a | 


great deal of Juſtice, not only Re- 


proach but Condemm him. 


27 


7 
The Queen had not ſeen him ſince 
his going into Ireland: But ha. 
ving not the Power to give him yp 


to his ill Fortune without having 


heard him, Shereſolv'd to go to hi; 
Houſe, where he was Priſoner, to 
Reproach him as he deſerv'd ; and 
endeavour, if poſſible, to find him 
Innocent. 
It is n't far from White-hall to E. 
ſex-· Houſe; and the Queen took fo 
good an Order in the matter, that no 
notice was taken of the Undecency 
of the Viſit, having been introdu. 
ced by her Confidents alone into 
the Chamber of the Criminal. He 
was ſurpriz'd at the preſence of the 
Queen. The languiſhing Condition 
ſhe was in, made her figh : All went 
for him, and the Victory ſeem'd 
eaſie. He ſaluted her with a pro- 
found Reſpect; and then fixing on 
her Face thoſe Eyes of his, which 
ſo often Charmd her, he ferch'd 
ſome Tears from hers. Well; my 
Lord, ( ſays ſhe, drying them ) "a 
35 ee 
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ſee what I do for you, notwithſtand- 


ing all the Crimes I can reproach 


you with. I am come witha Deſign 
to hear you, if you have any thing 
to ſay to juftifie your ſelf. I have 
lov'd you too well, not to wiſh it a- 
bove all things: And would Hea- 
ven were pleas d, your Juſtification 
might be purchas'd with any, the 
moſt precious, Thing in my Power. 


My greateſt Crime is that I thought 


my ſelf too happy, Madam, replies 
the Earl, /fiehing. Had you reſted 
there, aid the Queen, I ſhou'd have 
been too well ſatisfy'd to complain 
of you. But to believe your ſelf hap- 


Py, was it neceſſary you ſhould be- 
tray me? And, muſt you needs have 
made uſe of violent means, to make 


your ſelf Maſter of a Fortune I was 
willing to ſhare with you ? What 


reaſon. had you to ſeek Protection of 


the Kings of Scotiond and Spain? Did 


any Intereſts oblige you to Corre- 


ſpondencies with Hrone? And, was 


| 


: 
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: 
' 
0 
1 
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it for the Safety of My Perſon, 


you 


* 


yg As 1 
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trary. I confeſs, Madam, I was in 4 


(44) 
you deſign to make me your Slave, 
and his * All you have done ſince to 
my Subjects, againſt my Orders; 
Are thoſe the Expreſſions of your Re. 
ſpect? Is it by Fury and Treaſon 
you ſhew your Zeal jor me ana the 


' Pablick? Or, is all we have ſeen 


and heard of you, but illuſion and 
fancy? Jes, Madam, replies the 
Earl, thoſe Accuſations of Treaſon 
and ill Deſigns, have rum me upon 


ihe deſperate Reſiftance ] made. T2 


| Have been pleas d 40 heap Favours upon 


me; and I too proud of what I ſo lit. 


tle deſerved, flatterd my ſelf with 
Expectat ion of a Thouſand Pleaſures 
which you had not abſolutely forbid me 


to hope for. This let looſe the Envy 


and Tealouſie of others againſt m 


good Fortune: They abus d Tour Ma- 


Jett with Mis-informations « and 


2 


I had the 5 to be aſſur d, 


Tour Majeſiy had order'a Iſhou'd be 


Arreſted; although my Innocence 


wou'd have perſwaded me to the con- 


Rage 


(45) 


Rage to fee my Enemies inſult over 


Ie; being abandon'd by your Maje- 


, and on the Point of ſuffering (per- 


| haps) 4 ſhameful Death, I thought it 


neither for my Reputation, nor your 
Majeſty's Honour, I ſhould die as 4 
Criminal. This put me upon having 
Recourſe to thoſe Succours and Aſſiſtans 
tes they reproach me with, and the 
Reſolution I took to go out of Eng- 
land, in hopes to confound my Accalers. 
Bat I found all the Paſſages ſtop!, aud 
I mujt acknowledge, in that deſperate 
Condition, I vented my Fury, by ta- 
king Revenge on your Miniſters, They 
Madam, and only They, were the 
Objects of the Rebellion I am charg 
wth, MA) deſan was, only They, 
who had ſo induſtriouſly labour d to 
make me appear Guilty, ſhould do me 
Right, in declarin; my Innocence ; 
and permit me to lay it, and my Life, 


£ jour Majeſty's Fect. I never doubt. 


ed, but your Majeſty would have dune 


ie the Honour to hear me. And that 


vy # clear Diſcovery of ile Truth, 


o 
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I jhou'd bave certainly confounded they 
Fur of my Enemies, But their Maw 
tice hath had the Succeſs to ſee me af 10 
Priſoner, hated by my Sovereign, de. H 
Jpis'd by the World, and made a Sacri. I me 
fice to their Rage: And nom, what tic 
remains, but that I receive the Sen. IB. 
Fence of my Death pronounc' d by them; K; 
and ſee Cobham, Cecil, Rauliegh, ic 
| and their Fellows, ſhare the Favours Ino 
you honourd me with? Jou are well Hon 
Aſſur d, Thate you not, ſays the Queen Io. 
interrupting him: Bat, ſhall J be. an 
lieve you? Tet ſhould I not believe Wir} 
you ? Can Igive you up to the il Fate has 
that threatens you ? I ſhall ever mur. | 
mur againſt your MajeSty's Orders, Ithe 
replies the Earl, but ſubmit to them ren. 
readily, whatever they be. But I wit 
confeſs, it would make me mad, ſhould 
any Enemies have the advantage t0 
Condemu me. 

The Earl of Eſſeæ knew the weak 
Side of the Queen; and eaſily re- 
vivd in her that Tenderneſs he 
nad formerly inſpir'd her with. 
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No, Says ſhe, having paus'd a 
while, vou [ball not ate. Make uſe of 
jour Aavantages , triumph over u 
Heart, whoſe Inclinations you very 


well kaow. I will believe your Inten- 
tions leſs Criminal thau they appear, 
But, my Lord, I conjure jou by that 
Kynareſs of which you have ſuch par- 
ticular Experience, that you give me 
no Cauſe to repent of it. Trouble not 
our ſelf for your Reputation and Hp- 
nour, I will take care to repair it; 
and before two Days be over, I will 


reſtore jou to the higheſt Place you ever 


had ander 1666. 10 
Eſſex, Tranſported with Joy for 
the happy Succeſs of this Confe- 
rence, affected the Queen ſo much 
with ſubmiſſive Acknowledgments, 
that he reſtor'd her Spirits to per- 
ect Tranquility. At parting, ſhe 
romis'd to call a Council on t. 
orrow, and, in a Glorious mane 
er, to Declare him Innocent. 
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As ſoon as twas Day, ſhe ſent 
for Cecil: and the Counteſs offci 
Nottingham waited on her. HavingC 
told them in a few Words of a greatſÞ! 
Conflict paſt between her JufticÞ! 
and her Mercy, ſhe concluded forſon 
the latter, and ordered Cecil tu 
Summon the Council, that ſhe mighſpu 
Declare to them the Def ign ſhe had BU 
to ſet Eſſex at Liberty: aſſuring hin n 
ſhe had invincible Reaſons for doing th 
ſo. This was a Mortal Blow to theL 
Ambitious Cecil, and the Counteſs o Ct 
Nottingham. They preſently look tec 
on one another, as if they would ate 
Have askꝰd each others Advice, wa, 
Courſe to be taken: Afterwardſ Lo 
they ſpoke to the Queen, in hopeſ Ca 
to divert her; but ſhe was In a 
flexible + and Cecil was forc'd to oi ſhe 
der an Extraordinary Call of th kee 
Duncil. Jin 
But while the Earl of Efſex's ſi 


nemie's thought his good. Fortun 


on ti ie Point of being Reconcil' al 
to him, Chance labour'd for the Ei: 
_Suth unexpeGed Succeſs. H 
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e ſen As the Queen was going to Ceun- 
eſs offcii, word was brought her, the 
[avinsICountels of Rutland deſir'd to wait 
Jon her. The Queen bluſh'd, remem- 
Ibring what was paſt: And looking 
on the Requeſt as Unſeaſonable and 
Unlacky, ſhe was minded to have 
mightſput off the Counteſs to another time: 
je had hut conſidering, ſhe us'd not to de- 
g hinfoy any Perſon Acceſs, and that. 
doind the Counteſs of Rutland was a 
to th Lady of the beſt Quality; ſhe 
teſs ol Commanded ſhe ſhould be admit- 
ook Mted: and the Counteſs immedi- 
ately came in. 5 
Though her Eyes languiſhed, her 
Looks were fad, her Dreſs and her 
ate very Careleſs: Yet her Beauty 
was Conſpicuous, and Moving; 
Ihe threw her ſelf at the Queen's 
the Feet; and with extremity of Grief 
in her Looks, Madam, ſays ſhe, 
with a great deal of Pain, I come 
% implore Jour Majeſties Good. 
neſs for the Unfortunate Earl of 
For the Earl of Eflex Ma- 
D:z: .:: L 


= 
dam? anſwers the Queen. How 
come yoa concern'd for him, who hath 
 quitted you with fo mach indifference, 
ajter ſo many promiſes of extraordinary 
Kinaneſs? I expected you were rather 
come to joyn your Reſentments with 
mine ; and deſire me to take a full 
Revenge, for the Injury done to your 
Beauty. No, Madam, replied the 
Counteſs, of the Tranſpcrts of 4 
Forſaken Miſireſs, have brought me 
nom into your Majeſty's Preſence, but 
the Tender Aﬀeit ies due from a Vir- 
tuous Wife, to a Husbend foe loues; 
zn begging jor the Eat of Eſſex, I 
beg for mine, This Confeſſion may 
perhaps add to our Guilt ; but "tis no 
 Datllying for thoſe who are on the 
Briai: of Deſtruction. I acknowleage, 
Mita, that after a Thouſand Croj- 
tes, we had that Tender Kjnaneſs 
oze for the other, we married pri- 
ately, contrary to the Reſpect due to 
your Majeſty. I his, Madam, this 
only, and his Fear of your Majeſty's 
juſt Tadignation , put the Earl of 


C92 
Eſſex pon ſeeking Refuge out of your 
Dominions: He thought it fit, I 
ſhould go out of them, but never har- 
bour d a Thought of Conſpiring a- 
gainſt your Majeſty. However, this 
hath Ruin'd us; and if you Protect 
wot an Unfartunate Perſon, whom 
jou have ſo much Honoar'd, he s 
irrecoverably loſt, Conſider, J be- 
ſeech you, Madam, that afew Drops 
of Blood at your diſpoſe, anda poor 


Life you are Miſtreſs of, are nota Re- - - 


venge ſuitable to the Grandure 
Queen,ador'd wr many Vitues yer 
chiefly for your Clemency. 

The Queen was ſo aſtoniſht at the 
Diſcourſe, that the Counteſs had full 
Liberty to end without Interrupti- 
on. But this was fad News to a 
Heart lately full of the Delights of 
a pleaſing Reconciliation. What a 
Torrent of Anger overflowed her 


Conſtancy? A Queen as ſhe was, 


High-Spirited, Haughty, and Paſ- 
ſionately in Love; to ſee her 
ſelf thus cruelly betray'd, and 
BY D4. M0 
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find it out at a time, when a blindſ ſo 
Credulity had ſtiffed all former Re. m 
ſentments! Yet ſhe forced her 
ſelt to diſſemble her Grief , and fix. p. 
ing a ſevere Look on the Counteß g. 
of Eſſex : The Life goa beg of me,] ra 
ſays be, is not in my Power : Thel he 
Peers are his Judges. Av, madimf he 
cryes the Counteſs, n Hasband i 
loſt, if you give him up to theirfſ II 
Tur): Their Jeaiouſie will do tha ,n 
lich Juſtice cannot. Why ſhould by 
u trouble vour ſelf. if he be wat * 
Grilty, ſays the Queen? Though Ian 
fatisfy*'d of his Innocence, Madam, 
anſwers the Connteſs yet your cruel 
Miniſters are not diſpos'd to believe it, 
Let me intreat you, Madam, i * 
your Majeſty will grant me no wore, 
you will be pleas'd to allow me the 
Priviledge of being put into the ſam 0 
Priſon with him: I am as Crimina 
as he, and perhaps more. I wiſh 
zu my Power, to grant your Deſires, | 
ſays the Queen, but common Policy ,. 
forbids any Correſpondence 7 b by 
auow A 
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allow?d between io conſiderable Per- 


(ons, in your Circumſtances, You 


"| may, if you pleaſe wait his Fate 


and your own, in a Chamber in this 
Palace. 
Beautiful Counteſs, conſider the laſt 

Favour I beg of you is, that I may 
be put into Irons. Can you appre- 
hend we ſhall attempt any thing a- 


gainſt you in ſodeplorableanEſtate ? 


This is the Eve of our greateſt Dil- 
aſter : That barbarous Juſtice, to 
which you abſolutely commit the 
Care of your Vengeance, will to 1: 07- 


row, perhaps part usfor ever. Deny 


us not, at leaſt, the comfort of mixing 
dur laſt Tears. What can you fear 
from a Grief without Power- I fear 
being troubled with it, and I will. ve 
Obey'd, anſwers the Angry Queen, and 


goes away into her Cloſet, While 


the {. ountels of Eſſex was carry d 
to a Chamber, Where ihe was wry 


8 


Never was Fury a to the 


Queens: The Madneis the was in 


Ah, Madam, replies the 


(54) 
to ſee her ſelf deceiv'd, made her | + 
tor ſome time forget all her Tender- c. 
nes. Her Thoughts were wholly IA 
bent on Revenge, and giving up to | it 
the Severity of Juſtice, a Guilty || 
Perſon. She had too paſhonately In- 
Lov'd, Death, ſays ſhe, ſball be the E 
Reward of his Ingratitude, and II fr 
will make his Pamſhment an Exan-f to 
ple to the Univerſe. WD CC 
With theſe Thoughts ſhe came ty 

to the Council: When ſhe had de- he 
clar'd her ſelf, the Peers were nam d T. 
for Trying the Earls, of Eſſex and de 
Scuthampton. Armd as ſhe was ff % 
with Refjolution to do it, ſhe trem- | di 
bled at the doing, and could not} w. 
iorbear mixing ſome amorous Sighs] fes 
with the violent Expreſſions her An · if 
ger forc'd from her. She withdrew] Ci 
under very great Trouble, and ad- To 
mitted no Viſit for fe veral Days. I cor 
-*Tis: hard to expreſs what a plea 
fing Surprize it was to Cecil, to ſeł gu 
the Queen angry, and declare un 
her (elf! againſt Eſſex, whom bel Qu 
_ 20 though 


— — ——_— 


— Aero, We” 


v / NN 


(99) 
thought ſhe reſol vd to pardon, He 
carry d the News to the Counteſs of 
Nottingham ; who was as joy ful at 
it, as a cruel Perſon could be on 


ſuch an occaſion. Yet they could 
not think all (ure, while the Earl of 
Eſſex was only Priſoner in his Houſe, 
from whence his Friends, if minded 
to do it, might get him out. 


ty of the Queen's Anger, to obtain 
her Order for putting him into the 


Tower of London; which Cecil, un- 
der a Cloak of Zeal for her Maje- 


ſty's Service, eaſily gain?d, and rea- 
dily executed. The Earl of Eſſex 


was generally belov'd; and Cecil, 


fearing Commotions and Tumults 
if he ſhould be carried through the 
City, order'd him to be ſent to the 


Tower by Water, which was ac-- 


cordingly done. 


The Earl of Effex, not able to 
gueſs at the Caule of a u ce 8. ſo 
unſuitable to the Promi es of the 


Queen, prepar'd himicif for the 


worſt 


They | 
concluded to take the Opportuni- 
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worſt that might happen: and in 
tew Days, had Reſolutions enough 
to bear his Misfortunes, The Queen 
was as full of Trouble, as Cecil and the 
Counteſs of Nottingham were of 
Hopes, to ſee their common Enemy 
condema'd in tew Days. 

The Counteſs of Eſſex having 
no Comfort but her Tears, nor 
Compny but her Fears, endea- 
vour from the Pity of her Guards, 
to have ſome Intelligence of her 
Husband's Condition; She was 
told, His Judges nere appointed, and 
that he was 144 he Tower: Worſe 
News ſhe could not have. The Queen 
Was irreconcilabiy argry : nor could 
ſhe by Letter convey with ſafety 
to her Husband, the Advice, ſhe 
thought good for h. 3. AConference 
ſhe thought better: and Nioney be- 
ing a Charm ſeldom refiſted, ſhe 
did by ſome Preſents f Value, pre. 


Vait with her Guards to ſerve her to 


her Mind. Having iuliypefſcRt them, 


the neither deligaid her own Liber- 


1177 cy 
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(57) | 
ty nor her Husband's : all ſhe defir'd 
was a Minute of private Diſcourſe 


with him; which her Guards un- 


dertook, and brought happily a- 
bout. The Guards at the Tower, 
gain'd by their Companions, eaſily 
introduced the Counteſs into her 
Husband's Chamber. 

He knew nothing of the Paſſages 
at Mhite hall: But when he was told, 
He was in a few Days to appear before 
his Judges, he expected with a great 
deal of Reſolution and Conſtancy 
the end of his Misfortunes; com- 
forting himſelf with the Thoughts 
of the Counteſs being retired into 
Scotland. But ſeeing her ſo near a 
Danger he thought her ſo remote 
from: Ah Madam! ſays he, with his 
Eyes full of Tenderneſs, What came 
you to look for in theſe fatal Pla» 
ces? And in whoſe Power was 
it to bring you hither? My 


Gr tet. a and My Guards have 
brought me hither: aſwers the 


Counteſs. What Madam ! cr 
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ner2 And does ſhe know we are 
married ? Yes, replied the Counteſs, 


mournfully, and is 10 angry, that we 


are paſt Hope. I was abſenting my 
felt from you, as you had deſir*d me, 
but the News of yourDeath,ſtopt my 
Retreat. And it was not in my Pow. 
er to betake my ſelf into a Place of 
Safety, there to attend the Iſſue of 


your Troubles: If it were not in my 


Power to eaſe you of em, I thought 
it my Duty, at leaſt, to ſhare with you 
in them, This made me pretent my 
{elf to the Queen, and omit nothing 
that might move. her Compaſſion: 


but ſhe prov'd altogether inflexible. 


Ai, Madam, ſays the Earl, interrupt. 
ing her, Your Impatience has ruin'd 
us: Had you not appear'd, I had been 
at Liberty, By a 1 
cation, I had regain d her Confidence, 


and you ſhould have in few days ſeen 


me come in ſearch of you in Scotland. 


But now, there's no Hopes; the 
Queen will be reveng d. What ? 


ſaith 


—— «,,,, — — — 


the Earl, are you the Queens Priſo. || at 


do 


rife. ſaith the Conntefs, hath all I have 


e are 
wteſs, 


t we 
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done, tended to your Ruine ? 
make uſe of your Advantages, I 
conjure you: The Qaeen retains 
ſome Tenderneſs for you: You 
may eafily revive it. Oa! be not 
a Sacrifice to her Anger. Invent a- 
ny thing in excuſe of our Marriage. 
Diſown it if you pleaſe, I will con- 
ſent to do any thing, rather than tee 
you condemn'd to Death. Let her 
Baniſh me into any Part of the 
World; I will go moſt willingly. 
And, if it may conduce to your 
Safety, make uſe of the Pleage ſhe 
gave y 
Ah, Madam, 1 the Ea 
can you give ſuch Advice to a 
Man, who, you know, adores you? 
Have you found by any of my 
Actions, that 1 Love my Life 
more than I Love you: No, I 
Love my Life for nothing elſe, but 
to ſpend it with you: and Iwill part 
with it, with all my Heart, when 
I muſt be OY of that Plea- 
ſure 


you— 


660) 
ſure. My Fears were only for you; 
and can you believe, I could have the 
leaſt Satisfaction in the Queen's Fa- 
vour, when her Jealouly ſhould 
make her baniſh you > Let it break 
out, ſet her ruine me; I will Glory in 
my Loving ou, and telling it to her 
Face I know the precious Gift ſhe 
beſtowed on me, leaves me ſome 
Hopes; and I may make uſe of it, But 
I; wou'd do it with Safety, and it may 
prevail for more than my Life. I ap- 
prehend you, ſays the Counteſs, you 

wou'd reſerve all for me,and neglect 
your own Safety ; But you cannot in. 
cur a Danger, wherein 1 have not a 
| ſhare; and the way to preſerve my 
= Lite, is to ſecure yours. 
ö This Diſpute had laſted ſome what 
longer, but the Counteſſes Guards 


draw, She diſpos'd her felf to bid 
Her Husband adue. Their Sepa- 
ration was moving, accompanied 
with abundance of Tears; to which 
a Multitude of tormenting * 
101 5 tudes 


minding her it was time to with. 


(61) 
tudes ſucceeded, and uſhered in a 
Day, that inſtead of diminiſhing, 
heightned their Sorrows 
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＋ HE Quits „though angry, 
gave no Order for compre- 
hending the Counteſs of 

_ » Effex in her Husband's Im- 
peachment. The Morrow after 


12215 Conference, the Peers met 
in 


— — — — —ä—ç— — 4. 


CR 
in W:fminſter-Hall, and the FEarlsfllitie 
of Effex and Southamptez were Iten 
brought before them by the Conſtu IH Hig 
ble of the Tower, The particulars Eſſe 
of the Trial are ſet forth at large ſlot 1 
in the Hiſtories of the Time: It ſhall ſhea 

ſuffice to inſert here, That the Pri- 
ſoners being Charg'd to have held 
Criminal Correſpondences with the þ 
Kings of Scotland and Spain, and 
enter d into ſecret Alliances with 
Tyrone, and Traiterouſly laid and P- 
carry 'don a Plot againſt the Queen's 
Authority, made a very ſtout and 

reſolute Defence. | 
As politick as Cecil was, he could 
not hide the Malignity of his inten. 
tions; but it was obſervd, he was 
not only a ſevere Judge but a dane 
gerous Enemy: The Heat and Anti- | 
moſity he diſcoyer'd againſt the Earl 
of Eſſex, were anſwer'd by him with 
a ſlighty Reſolution, and undaun- 
ted Conſtancy. Yet, for all he 
could,fay in juſtification of himſelf, 
3 
| tles 


(67) - 

Earls litiez uſual on ſuch Occaſions ; Sen- 
were tence was pronounc'd by the Lora 
High Steward : That the Earls of 
ulars EG and Southampton, Were guilty 
of High Treaſon, and ſhou'd be Be- 
eaded. The Earl of Eſſex was not 
ov'd in the leaſt, to hear himſelf 
nam'd, but appear'd heartily ſorry 
o find the Earl of Southampton un- 
der like Condemnation ; and con- 
ur d the Judges to examine with leſs 
deverity, the Conduct of a Perſon, 
whoſe only Crime was, the Love 
e had for hſm. But not able to 
prevail, he melted into Expreſſions 
f the greateſt Tenderneſs in the 
World, for his Friend. 

The Queen being inform'd of the 
in- KCondition of things, gave ſecret 
ni- orders to delay Execution. She 
vas of a High Spirit, and highly 
brovok'd: yet found it very diffi- 
ult to raiſe her Anger to a pitch e- 
qual to her Tenderneſs. 358 
Cecil trembled to find the Execu- 
lon of a Sentence deſerr'd which 
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teſe, his Wife, was inform'd at 


(68) 
he had with ſo much pleaſure hear 
pronounc'd. The Counteſs of Wer. - 
tingham was equally alarm'd. my 
Ihe Proofs were but ſlight a. — 
gainſt the Earl of Southamton; and ay 
the Queen, ſenſible his long Friend. A 
ſhip with the Earl of Eſſex, had 4 
chiefly engag'd him in the Matters 4 
in charge, pardon d his Life at the N 
Requeſt of his Friends. a 
News was brought of it to the ay 
Earl of Eſſex, whoſe truly brave and 4 
generous Soul immediately broke a 
forth into fincere Profefiations, H. a 
ſhould dye nom with fatisfaction and ig 
content, ſince the Queen had own; * 2 

by her Pardon, the Innocence 0 Ee 
Southampton. 15 
While the Earl of Eſſex expected 28G 
with a Reſolute Conſtancy, the Ca * 


taſtrophy of his Tragedy, the Coun a 
2 


in a 
han 
M 


' White-hall, he was Executed, Til 
then ſhe believ'd it uncertain 5 but 
this News ſurpriz d her ſo terribly 


he fill'd thewhole Court with her 
L Lamen. 


| ( 69 ) 
earl; amentations. The Queen heard 
Mer. them, but was not concern'd, as the 
ieſt were for them. Let her cry, 
it a- ſays ſhe to the Counteſs of Vor- 
and tingham, ſhe muſt ſhed many more, 
end to wipe out the Score of thoſe Tears 
had ſhe hath colt me. | 2 
* The Counteſs of Nottingham was 
the far from endea vouring to pacifie 
the Queen, that all her Care was 
to keep up her Anger. And be- 
cauſe ſhe was ignorant of many 
things ſhe thought her ſelf con- 
cern'd to know, ſhe took Advan- 
tage of the Trouble the Counteſs of 
Eſſex was in, and made her frequent 
Vifits ; not to bemoan her Afflicti- 
cedlons, but to find out ſomething to 
0 tender her more miſerable. It muſt 
aun needs ha ve been an unparalel'd Cru- 
agelty, not to pity the handſomeſt Lady 
Tilſ®2 Earth, appearing to our Eyes 
bun a Condition more deplorable 
ibly han can be expreſt. She fell eve · 
her Y Minute, for very Weakneſs, into 
nen. | E N 
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the Arms of the Woman abouf tic 
her; and recover d her (elf onj| B- 
to lament the more pitifully; whid tet 
affected all but the Counteſs of Na eu 
tingham, who ſaw all this with af W. 
Unconcernedneſs ſuitable to thel #/* 
hardneſs of her Heart. Ah, Madam| [* 
ſays the Counteſs of Eſſex, as {oor 
as ſhe ſaw her, Will you not aſe youl *. 
Intereſt with the Queen in fav 
of the Earl of Eflex ? Joa know n . 
Lord of Southampton has his Par 


don, replies ſhe, and the Queen 
perhaps, will do as much for you - 


tHlucband, Madam, ſays the Coun 
tels of Eſſex, "T's not the Crimi knc 
charg d on my Husband, joynth| 
with the Earl of Southampton | 

Hor thoſe common to both 5 thi ao 
renders the Queen inexorable 
ou underſtaud me, when I te * 
you , there are others ſhe mon D; 
deeply, reſents, And | ſhe hate a 
the Earl of Eſſex le for . 
Attempts attributed to his Ambi. 


E Fx } 
abou Von, than his Engagement with mie. 
f only But, Madam, replies the Coun- 


which teſs of Nottingham, willing to find 
of Aq out the Myſtery of their Love, ſhe 
vith al Was yet ignorant of, V you though: 
0 the the Queen would oppoſe it, or be 2 
dum | ſatisſi d with it, why did you not qui: 
| 4 Buſoneſs wherein you were-to expect 


is ſoon] © B Z Per 
ſe you nothing but Croſſes ? If you were 
aon eder in Love, ſays the Countels ol 


zom m Eſſex, you know 2 well, we hate 
pal vt always our Il its about us when 
Alen 7, are deeply engag d in Aﬀettion. 

However, Madam, when I Mar- 
ried my Lord of Eilex, I did no. 
know the Queen was ſo much con- 
cern d for him. Perhaps, anſwers 
the Counteſs of Nottingham, I might 
the( hon ſome Service, were I throughly 
| «cquarnted with the particular Paſſages 
between my Lord of Eſſex and You. 
I am not in 4 very fit Diſpoſition to 
Diſcourſe you, Dadam, lays the 
„Countess of Eſſex. Bat if, I c0412. by 
while) Confidence prevail with bu to do 
ſemething for us, I irould give Joa ar 

595 „ Accoun. 
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Account of all you deſire, I will 1. 
promiſe 'you, I ſhall certainly prevail 
with the Queen: But, Madam in 
adds the cunning Counteſs of Ng | 
tingham, I will uſe my Intereſt, ani 80 
| perhaps, effect more, than we Hadi be 
Reaſon to hope for. Have à gou du 
Heart, Madam, do not deſpair : Th lia 
Qucen is good, and I will ⁊ealouſſ al 
ſerve you, when I am inſtructed mhiſ Re 
courſe to take, EE 
The Counteſs of Ef{ex yielding 
to the Perſwaſions of her bittereſſ no 
Enemy, dry'd up her Tears; an 
after a ſhort pauſe, ſpoke to thi wi 


A Y Mother dicd very vounſ N. 
IVI leaving no Child but mi w: 


My Father's Offices obliging hin ct 
to a conſlant Attendance at Counſ Pe 
ne committed the Care of my Infun pe 
cy to a Siſter of his, ſettled aboiſ no 
* hundred Miles from Londoſ 
He. cpuld not, at that Diſtancq Ge 
tee me fo often as he would, 


tha 


Ws. - 4 
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„ 
© [that when I came to Fourteen 
will / Years of Age, he thought, by dif- 
prevalſ poſing me in Marriage, to bring 
{adam |me nearer him, 
f M The Earl of Ratland had but one 
-/t, an Son; and the intimate Friendihip 
eau between my Father and him, in- 
a gon duc'd them to think of a ſtricter Al- 
IA liance. Our Fortunes were equal; 
ealogf| and the Earl of Ratland's Son being 
d wha Return'd out of Italy, his Father, 
__ [acquainted him with his Deſign of 
elding marrying him. His Affection was 
tereſ| no way engag'd to the contrary # 
; and And the Buſineſs was agreed on 
o thy without my Knowledge, who was 
| look®d upon as too young to be 
| conſulted with, in a Cauſe of that 
oung Nature. Yet Madam, my Heart ' 
meſ was ſenſible ſo early, and capable 
thin of Diſcerning between Perſon and 
ounſPerſon; and made it appear by Ex- 
fin perience, Obedience and Afecion do 
boi not always agree. 3 
dos The Equipage of the Young 
na Gentleman was no ſooner ready, 
1 . but 
tha | ; 


a 
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dut he came where 1 was. Being 


not in Love, nor expecting much 
Pleaſure in waiting on a Miſtreſs he 
had never ſeen, and was repreſent- 
ed to him a Child, he pray'd 
Three of his Friends to Honour 
his Nuptials with their Preſence : 
the Earl of Eſſex was one of them. 
When they arrivid, my Looks 


were divided between ſeveral Men, 


ali much of one Age, and equally un- 
known to me. I knew well enough, 
the Earl of Rutland's Son was de- 
fign'd my Husband ; and I preſent- 
ly wiſh'd he were the Man whom I 
afterwards knew to be. the Earl of 
Eſſex; at the firſt ſight of whom, 
all my Trouble for being marry'd fo 
young, was preſently over, He was 
the firſt that ſpoke to me,and look'd 
on me more earneſtly than any of 
the others. This made me believe 
it was as I wiſh'd. But I was 
fadly undeceivd, when the Young 
Earl of Rutland was preſented to 
me. I bluſhd , and ſigh'd, not 
=. Knowing 
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knowing the Cauſe. The Earl of 
Eſſex did alſo the like; his Eyes | 
went ſtill in ſearch of me, and J 
was not reſervd enough to avoid 
them. The Trouble 1 appear'd in 
was attributed to the Tnnocence of 
my Age; and I quickly learfft to 
take care to hide it. 

Our Parents being arriv'd, we 
were marry'd, without being ask d 
by them, if we were willing, The 
Earl of Ratland's Son appear'd _ 
pleas'd with his Fortune; and pers 
haps, found me more amiable than 
he expeRted. I, Madam, was ſo in 
Love with the Earl of Efſes, all 
could do, was not to hate my Huſ- 
band. Yet I had the good luck, my 
Kindneſs for my Lord of Eſſex was 
not ſo much as ſuſpected. 

'Twas believ'd I was then ſen- 
ible of no other Pleaſures , but 
what Children delight in, but no 
Age is a Stranger to Love. * quickx- 
ly knew what it was to have a Rind- 
neſs; and ſoon complain'd the Li. 
E 4 berty 
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berty of my Inclination had been 
uſurp'd upon. 1 had little Joy in be- 
ing ſo far Miſtreſs of my ſelf, as to 
wiſh I could love my Husband, and 
endeavour it; and to have an indif: 
ference for the Earl of Eſſex; for 
all my Efforts to that purpoſe were 
vain, 

The firſt Reſolution I took, was 
to avoid the Sight of a Man, who 
could only contribute to make me 
more unhappy. And when he 


had taken his leave with the reſt 


of my Lord of Rat/and”s Friends, I 
pray'd my Father to fpare my 
Youth for ſome time, and not to 
_ expdlſe me ſo early to the Court, 
where I never had been, My De- 
fire was granted; and when myFa- 
ther returin'd for Landon, to ſatisfie 
me, they took me to Rutlaud. 

5 But the Courſe I took, produc'd 
not the Effect I pr opos d: The Idea 
| of the Earl of Ffj-x accompanied 


me in my Solitude. And my Fa- 


Þ ther- in. Law being dead, we were 
A ac forc'd 


70 
een I forc'd to go to London, after a vears 
be- | ſtay in the Country. 
to | I trembled to think, I ſhould ſee 
nd || the Earl of Eſſex again; and reſolv'd- 
lif- | with my ſelf, L would be the molt 
for | retir'd Perſon on Earth, to avoidall 
re | Occaſions of meeting him - when 
News was brought me, he was 
gone with the Earl of Leiceſter into 
the Lom - Countries: The Queen re- 
ceived me with that Kindneſs ſhe 
uſually expreſſes to thoſe ſhe in- 
tends to Honour, I admir'd her 
Merit ; and the Pleaſure to ſee my 
y I ſelf reſpected by her, ſuſpended a 
0 | while my ſecret Inquietudes. 
/, But within Jeſs than half a Tear, 
- | my Father died, ſoon after my 
- | Husband. I was much afflicted 
e | at theſe Loſſes: I bewaiPd my Fa- 
ther% Death a long time: Aud 
i | if 1 had not for my Husband that 
2 | great KRindneſs, which is rarely 
met with in Marriages of Obedi- 
| 


ence, my. Reaſon, and his Com- 
plaiſance had forc'd me to eſtcen. 


1 bim 
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ments ſincere enough, to ſave me 
the Trouble of my juſt Reproach 
from my ſelf, or any other. 
The Queen having told me, ſhe 
deſir'd to have me near her, I quit- 
ted my Houſe for an Apartment in 
this Palace, and my Fortune, which 
was very conſiderable, gave me 
fuch Charms, as drew about me a 
number of Suitors, who pretended 
mighty Kindneſs for me; but were 
really rather a Trouble, than Plea- 
ſure to me. 3 3 
In this Condition was I, when 
the Earl of Efſex return d to London. 
The Queen's Army had been Victo- 
rious; and ſhe order'd: a publick 
Thankſgiving, when the. Generals 
arriv'd. I waited on her to St. Paul's, 
and had not the Power, by any Con. 
ſideration, to be fo reſerv d, as not 
to ſingle out from all the Nobility 
of the Kingdom, the Earl of Eſſex 
alone, to fix my Eyes enn. 
The 


\ 


him, and to expreſs Acknowledge: 


(79) 
The Morrow, he was one of the 
firſt to wait on the Queen: I was 
with her before. I was mov'd at the 
Sight of him; we looked on one ano- 
ther ſeveral times, with equal Con- 
cern. Madam, lays he, as ſoon as 
he could ſpeak to me, 1 have not 
had a Moments Liberty to ſignifie to 
hau, how great a Share ] bear in your 
Loſſes. I believe, anſwered I, you 
are ſorry for my Misfortunes. Jig 
natural for every one to be concern d 
for ſuch a Perſon as you are, adds he, 
But, Madam, I am much more con- 
gern d than any other. 
The Queen interrupted us: But 
in all the Reſpects, the Earl of Eſſex 
paid her, I could not but obſerve 
his Eye was towards me. I confeſs, 
| was glad to ſee him fo eager; and 
perhaps, I anſwered him a little too 
ſocn; but I was young, tender, 
and Independant. His Merits were 
then extraordinary ; and he had the 
Advantage of my firſt Inclination. 
He came the ſame Day to ſee me 


Lit + 
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in my Apartment; and fail'd not to 
do it conſtantly afterwards. All 
His Actions perſwaded me at length 
that he loved me; and it was not 
long &er he let me know it. 
Madam, ſaid he, one Evening, 


having brought me to my Cham. 
ber, after I had left the Queen, do 


you remember the time we accom- 
pany'd the Earl of Rutland to your 
Country-Houſe ? I have not forgot 
Sir, anſwer'd I, that you were one of 
them that did him that Honour. Is 
iht all you remember of it? adds he, 
did you obſerve nothing in my Eyes 


worthy taking notice of? And was 


it poſible you ſhould inſpire into me 
ſo much Love, without feeling the 
Power of itin yourſelf, The Friend- 
ſhip I had for the Earl of Rutland, 
and the Progreſs he had made, pre- 
vented my ſpeaking of it. Yet Time 


and Abſence have but increas d my 
Paſſion: And I proteſt ſincerely, 


from the firſt Moment Ifaw you, my 


cart was never affected with any 


but your ſelf. 
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band Yet I had not the power to be 


as reſerv'd as the Queen was, found 
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A Diſcourſe of this Nature may 


perhaps he thought uuſuitable to 
the Condition I was then in; who 
mourned for a Father and a Hys- 


offended with it. The Earl of Eſſex 
aſfur'd me, I had gain'd his Affecti- 
on: I was willing to gain his, an 
I car'd for no more.” 

You will give me leave, Madam, 
to paſs over my Anſwers: and tell 
you only, the Earl of Eſſex was 
very well ſatisfied with them; that 


we then ſettled the Correſpondence 
we have ſo long maintain'd ; and 


that we found Occaſions, and Op- 


portunities to poliſh and perfect 


it. | | d 
Thus far you ſee me ignorant of 


the Queen's Inclinations: I, as well 
as Others attributed the Favour we 


ſaw the Earl of Eſſex was in to his 


Services, and his dexterity in ſet- 
ting them out to advantage. But 


in time, I perceived ray miſtake: And 


— — — — — — 


dut 
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Diſcovery. 

The Earl of Eſſex had an eleva- 
ted Soul, and capable of Greatneſs, 
Ambition might rob me of him, 


and I was willing to fortifie my ſelf 


againſt all Misfortunes, and to re- 
ſerve only an Eſteem for him. But 
what Hopes of doing that now, 
which all my Reaſon, and two Years 
Marriage had not effected? 
At laſt, Jealouſie ſucceeded my 
Fears; and I began to believe, 
the Reſpect the Earl of Eſſex had for 
the Queen, might proceed from a 


ſecret Affection. I fretted at this, 


and grieved at the Heart: The Earl 
perceived it, and ſolicited long to 
to tell him the Cauſe, I refus'd as 
long as 1 was able. I am jealous, 


ſaid I to him at laſt, with a little | 


Heat, and afraid I ſhould lofe your 


Affection. I is not an unhappineſs an- 


ſwers he, 70 ſee you love me fo, as to 


Aoubt of me: But there is no Cauſe to 
queſtion my, Faithfulneſs, who never 


lows 
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out tlie Myſtery, and tremble at the 
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low'd any but you. The Queen loves 


you, ſaid I; and her Kindneſs for 


you, with the Advantage of her Gran- 


© 88 
dure, may be dangerous Temptations 


to your Perſeverance. Ihe Queen 
love me, Madam! Replies he, How 


you interpret her ordinary Bounty, 


which hath ( perhaps ) too generouſly 


recompencd my Services beyond their 


Merits ? She is too haughty, and too 
Great a Miſtreſs of her ſelf, to fall 


into ſuch a Weakneſs. Tou know 


what Illuſtrious Alliances ſhe hath 
lighted : And are to believe ſhe is 
above the reach of Love. There is 
not a Monarch on Earth, but I would 
prefer you before him, anſwer'd I; 


and meaſuring the Queen's Affection 


by mine, I am eaſily perſwaded, ſhe 
may do ſo too, her Eye is always upon 


you, maugre all her Precautions, aud 


never elſe ſatisfied; and T have 


obſerved ſome Sighs from her, which 4 


Heart concernd as mine, cannot hear 


without Trouble. I did not till nom 
rern Ine f en 
_ A "Mi 
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ef Eſſex, but your Jealouſie makes 


me ſenſible of it. Yet, Madam, give 
me leave to aſſure you, you have no 
Cauſe for it. Were the Queen weak 
as you imagine, did ſhe offer me her 
Crown and her Kindneſs, I would, 
by my Refuſal let you ſee, though I 
have Ambition, my Love for you in- 
finitely exceeds it. To ſatisfie you of 
your Miſtake, allow me to procure 
her Conſent to our Marriage. You 
hav mourn'd long enough to avoid 
all Imputations of Indecency: It is in 
your Power to make me the happieſt 
of Men, and to clear the Doubts you 

have of my Faithfulneſs. — 
I was far from oppoſing the Pro- 
poſal he made; and I was not fully 
convinc'd the Queen was in Love 
with him; yet, I thought, If ſhe 
Was, he knew it not. : 


10 let you fee, adds he, I will nat 


tonceal from you any Kindneſs the 

Queen hath expreFt for me; I declare, 
Fahr to you, one of the handſomeſt 
Ladies of the Court, who hath a thou. 


ſand ways invited my Love. 


( Is ) 


I preſt him to let me know her 


Name; but he conjur'd me to be 
ſatisfied with what he had ſaid; 
and, not to force him to further 
Indiſcretion : I gave over preſſing 
him. 


L* The Counteſs of Nottingham 
* Biuſh'd at this Part of the Di- 
« courſe, having Reaſon to believe 
* her jelf the Perſon intended, She 
© hated him the more for't ; but 
© had the Command of her ſelf, 
not to interrupt the Counteſs of 
* Eſſex; who proceeded in her 
Story.] 

This Freedom of the Earl put 
an end to my Suſpicions. I left him 
to take his time for ſpeaking to the 
Queen: When he went to thank 


her for the Government of Ireland 


beſtow'd on him, he return'd to 
me with a Tranſport of Joy, to 


tell me: The Queen had not only 


conſented to his Deſires , but inten- 


ded to make the Earl of Leiceſter | 
1 King' | 


— 
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Ring of England. This quieted my 


Spirit, and made me acknowledge, 
J had no cauſe to be jealous, 

We ſpent ſome Days; with a 
great deal of Pleaſure « but were 


cruelly interrupted by the Order 


the Earl of Eſſex receiv'd to go into 
France, to Command the Forces 
the Queen ſent in aid of that King, 
1 had not time to expreſs my Grief 
to him, or to be a witneſs of his. 


We parted: in haſte: and then it 


was, Irepented I had believ'd him; 
and that the Queens Coldneſs, to- 
wards me, convinc'd me ot the 
Truth of my former Suſpicions; 
and that her ſending away the Earl 
of Eſſex, was but to remove him 
from me, | 


Il left Court as ſoon as T could, 
with Decency, ask the Queen leave 


to retire into a Houle of my Fathers, 
about Fifty Miles from London. 


T will not tell you how I was 


alarm'd at the News of the 


Earl of Eſſex his Death in his Re- 


turn 


(37) 
turn from Spaiz, nor how we writ 
to one another in his Abſence. I 


was ready to die for Grief, when he 


arriv'd at my Houſe more Reſpect- 
ſu}, and more Amorous than he 
had ever appear d. 

He would have put me out of 
my Opinion, concerning the Queen; 
but I obſtinately maintain d it True. 


When I had convinc'd him of it, 


he offer d to leave England if I would 
name a Place where we might 
Live quietly. I had Affection 
enough to incline me to conſent 


to this Propoſal: But conlidering it 


Unjuſt in. me to ſpoil the Progreſs 


of his good Fortune, and put an 


end to his Hopes, by an Un- 
excuſable Retreat, I told him, it 
was impoſſible. And uſhering with 
a Sigh the Advice I was going to 
give him: Forget me, ſaid I, for 
I fee your Fate will force you to it. The 
Queen will ſtill croſs us, and never 
want Pretence to ſeparate us: *Tis 
better breaking off an Engagement 


that 


f 
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that ſuits not to your Afairs. No. 


Misfortune to me; but I will ſubmit 
10 it, if it be for your Good. Tor 


terrupting me) and you have the 
Cruelty to Adviſe me to it. Did 
you Love me more, you would Kno 
mne better: And, were I capable of 
| doing an Unjuſt thing, I belicue you 
mould e hort me to forget you, for no 
| . other Cauſe, but that you might think 
of menomore. But, Madam, to fhore 
len our Diſcourſe, and our Doubts, 
which almoſt make me Mad, Believe 


zt, I love you above all things in the 
10 ſatisfy you of it, Toa are not wil- 
ling to go with me out of England ; 
and yet you are ſtill afraid 8f the 

ucen: Let us marry privately, 
and conceal it tillwe fee 4 more favour- 


Queen's Deſign to our Prejudice; you- 
will u longer Doubt of my Affecti. 
673 : And if the Buſineſs be We 
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thing in the World can be a greater 


Jaſpect me of indifference ſaid he, in- 


World, there is a ſure and eaſie way 


able Time, This will fruſtrate the 


OG 


meſtick of 
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Reſentments we fear, 


I was ſtrangely mov'd at this 
Diſcourſe ; Every thing oblig'd me 
to believe him. Yet conſidering it 
would reflect upon my Reputation 
to be privately Married, I was a- 
fraid to conſent. The Karl Com- 
plained of me, I Cry*d: Love was 
our Arbitratour, and decided the 
Controverſy in his Favour. After 


long Reſiſtance, I agreed to a pri. 


vate Marriage; on Condition the 
Earl would go for London on the 


Morrow, and appear diſ-engag?d 


aeen from all the Kindneſs 


to the 
We agreed to be 


he had for me. 


Married at the Earl of Southamp- 
tons, his particular Friend; where 
_ I was to ſtay, 
London. 


while he went for 
Thus we par He 1 
London Road; I went for Southamp- 
ton, attended by Tracy and a Do- 
the Earl of Eſſex's, in 
ESR whom 
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tis but flying out of the Reach of the 
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whom. he repos'd an entire Confi- 
dence. 

As the Earl was on the Road, he 
had leaſure to conſider what Mea- 
ſures to take. My Lord Southampton 
came to receive me at his Houſe ; 
where the Earl of Eſſex arriv'd, ſoon 
after he had obtaind leave from 
the Queen, to abſent himſelf a few 
_ 

We are now come to the Inſtant 
that uſher d in our Croſſes. We 
were marry d in the Preſence of my 
j Lord Southampton, Tracy, and ſome 
Women of mine, anda Kinſman of 
the Earl of Eſſex. He gave me an 
| Account how theQueen hadreceiv'd 

} 
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him ; and began to confeſs, he be- 
liev'd ſhe lov'd him, 

He ſtay'd but ſix Days at South- 
ampton, in which time we agreed 
_ What courſe to take. 

I was too far from London to ſee 
the Earl often, without diſco- 
vering our Correſpondence; No- 


: ang leem'd more proper to con- 
ceal 
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try of his there, than 


ters 10 n have ee her 
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„ 
ceal it, than a Houſe he had within 
ſew Miles of London on the Thames 
Side, It ſtood alone, and was 
ſtrong enough to prevent a Surpriſe. 
Having ſettled my Affairs, I was 


conducted thither by my Lord 


Southamton and Tracy, while the 
Earl of Eſſex return d for Londan. 


Nothing could be more Pleaſant 


than the ſolitude I was in. My 
Lord of Eſſex came to ſee me every 
Day: And I ſpent there two Years 
with a moments Trouble. At laſt, 
an accident happen'd that miſerably 
perplext us. 

The Earl of Eſſex had an infinite 
of Enemies, who envy'd him; 


and for all his Caution, they took 


notice of his extraordinary Aſſiduity 
for the Place I was in. They told 
the Queen of it. She was ifturb'd 
at it: 
cion ſhe had of ſome private Gallan- 
for thoſeqnat- 


1 


n 


more perhaps for the Suſpi- 
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I gave her no Trouble: The | ti 
Earl's Diſingagement, with my | 
pretended Journey into France, had I P- 
ſecur'd her as tome: Yet ſhe was 
refoly'd to go ſee whether the Earl bl 
frequented that Houſe, only for the IM 
Pleaſure of the Place, or ſome hid- Ce 
den Cauſe. 

One Day, as the Earl was with I. 
her, ſhe gave Orders, her ordina- In. 
ry Retinue ſhould be ready to wait 
on her. Thave long had a wind to 
your Country Houſe, ſays ſhe to the 

Earl: I have had a ver) pleaſant 

Deſcription of it: The Weather is L 

fair, and I believe a Walk ſo far a 

may do me good, 

You may imagine the Fears this 
put the Earl in: He durſt not open- Th 
1y Oppoſe her Deſign ; but endea- f: 
voured to divert her, by ſaying, His Icon 
Hiauſe deſerd d not the Pains ſhe would I ſin . 
. 
When he ſaw her reſolv d upon ſing 
it, he begg'd leave to go before, to [q; 
put things in Order for her Recep- | _ 
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tion. No, ( fays She) you ſhall 


be my Guide: There's no need of , 


Preparation. 
The Earl, at theſe Words trem- 


bled for me. He was depriv'd of all 
Means of Precaution; and the Con- 
cern he appear'd in, made the Qeen 
more curious. * 

Imagine what a Trouble he was 
in by the Way, and how often lie 


wiſh'd ſomething might hinder 


their Arrival. But Fortune favour'd 
the Queen's Deligns fo far, that they 
came fate to the Houſe; and {le 
would preſently go and ſee the 
Lodgings. The Earlaſtoniſh*d,gave 
her his Hand. The Chamber 1 
us'd, was the beſt in the Houle ; 
and the firit the 
The Earl ſeeing no Remedy, ſteps 
to the Door, which he found open 
contrary to Cuſtom, and was plea- 
lingly ſurpriz'd, to find only Tracy 
there, {leeping, or rather pretend- 


ing to ſleep on a Couch. He was 


Juickly awak'd; and having ex- 


Queen ſtaid at 


preſt | 


EC. 
-preſt his Surprize, and ReſpeR, im- 
mediately with-drew. 5 
The Earl of Eſſex, who thought 
him at London, began to take 
Heart, fancying his good Genius 
had revealed the Adventure to 
Tracy. But a new Trouble aroſe: 
My Picture hung in the ſame 
Room, under a Curtain. The 
Queen ask'd, If it were the Earls? 
He anſwered, with ſome Trouble, 
It was not. The Queen drew the 
Curtain, and ſaw her felt Drawn 
at length, where the Earl thought 
my Picture would appear. Then 
it was he was perſwaded, the faith. 
ful Tracy had had an Intimation of 
the Journey. 
The Queen expreſs'd much Joy, 
to ſee her Picture in the Earl's 
Chamber. . 
From the Houſe, ſhe went into 
the Garden; took a ſhort Repaſt, 
during which, Trac found the Op- 
portunity to whiſper the Earl, Ti 
weed gar rowble bi oo AC 
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im- N rnd to London, without the leaſt 
DP Suipicton. | 3 
git] Thus Matters paſs d on their 
ake Sides. As co ours, The very inſtant 
nius | the Queen told the Earl of Eſſex, 
toll She would ſee his Houſe, the Earl of 
oſe : | Southampton was at her Chambers 
ime | Door. Tow are come in à good Time, 
The zo go with the Queen to the Earl of 
7s? Eflex's ſays the Officer, Who was 
ble, going to provide the Equipage. 
the] The Earl of Southampton by theſe 
wif few Words, quickly diſcover'd the 
ight Storm that threatned his Friend 
hen] And to provide a. Remedy: I :: 
ith. ot ver) well, aid he to the Officer: 
n of Perhaps the Queen may Command me 
to watt on her; I will not be known yore 
oy, | have ſeen me. The Officer promis'> 
arts ſhe ſhould not; and Sonthamoton 
I haſtened to the Earl of Effes"s, to 
intof tell Tracy ; who immediately took 
paſt, the beſt Horſe his Maſter had, and 
Op- rode fo faſt, that he was with 
Hel me before the Queen left Londor. | 
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I was not a little troubled at the 
News. Tracy hid me and my Wo- Im 
men, in a Quarter, where was no b 
likely-hood of our being diſcover'd, | W 
and then chang'd the Queen's Pi- | D 
cture for mine. 

That Evening, the Earl of Eſſex | ol 
came to ſee me, and gave mean Ac- I be 
count of the Tortures he had that I h. 
Day endur'd for me; and how So. 
thamptons and Tracy had deliver'd te 
him out of them. | 

The Iriſh rebell'd; I lay in at that F 
time: The Earl of Efex, who lov'd 80 
me no leſs than his Glory, had tl 
Within himſelf deſperate Conflicts. 0! 
His Duty prevail'd: He deſir'd he fa 
might Command the Army, the h 
Queen granted it; and the ſame time 
plainly declar'd her Affection for 0 
him: Which I was before but too b. 
well aſſur'd of. She gave him abun- kc 
dance of very kind Expreſſions, and! 
(to confirm the Truth of them) a | ® 
Ring, which ſtill leaves the poor 
Earl of Eſſex ſome Hopes. 


He 


ED 
He was ſufficiently prepared to 
manage the Queen: And you ce, 
by this time, Madam, whether he 
was not under a neceſſity of tome 
Diſſimulation. 

He gave me a faithful Account 
of all that paſs'd between *em, and 
being fearful for me in his A bſence, 
he reſolv'd to remove me, and to 
go himſelf out of England, if mat- 
ters Were diſcover'd. | 

This put him on Search of ſome 
Places of Refuge: The King of 
Scots promis'd him, amoag others, 
the Palace of Dimbourg. lie Earl 
of Tyroze made him many propo- 
ſals; but Certain it is, he never 
hearken'd to any of them. Y 

I was weak when he left me, and 
oblig'd to recover a little Strength, 
betore I would undertake aVoyage 
for Scotland. 15 
I was on my Way, Fortune ſtay'd 
me, the Earl of Eſſex was Charg'd 
with ſcveral Matters; and the 


Queen prepoſſeſt Lo, our Enemies; 
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took our innocent Precaution for 
Crimes. 3 
At laft, Madam, the Earl was 
forced to come and ihut himſelf 
inthe Place where I was; and was 
reſelv'd to periſh in defence of me. 
Lou know what follow'd. Con- 
ſider the Frights I was in, amidſt 
fo much Trouble and Blood, I faw 
every day ſpilt. | 
I he Earl conjur'd me inceſſant- 
ly, to quit a Place Where he could 
not make any long Defence, in 
oppoſition to ſo many Forces, as 
were imploy*d to take it, 
lexhorted him to yield, and im- 


plore the Queen's Goodneſs; He 


proteſted, He would never do it, 
till I was in a Place of Safety. 

Thus was I forc'd to leave him, 
and go for Dimbourgh. The faith- 
ful Tray, who ſhould have Con- 
ducted me thither, had periſh'd al- 
ready, in maintaining the Intereſt 
of his Maſter. 5 — 

The Earl of Eſſex committed me 
| 10 
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to the Charge of one of his Kinſ- 


men ; they torc'd me out of his 
Arms, to put me on board a Boat 
that waited for us on the Thames, 
and was to carry us to the Place 

where our Convoy attended us. 


My Fears, and my Griet put me 


into a Fever: This ſtaid me ſome 
Days, at a little Village, where I 
had News of the EarPs Impriſon- 
ment, and the Queen's Reſolution 
to Ruin him. 1 

The Extremity of my Diſpair, 
put me on the Reſolution of pre- 
ſenting my ſelf to the Queen, and 
endeavouring to obtain ſome Fa- 
vour by an ingenuous Confeſſion: 
But, Madam, you know, I found 
in her, no Diſpoſition to Pardon 
us. | 

My Conduct hath produc'd a 


terrible Effect: And i may juſtly” | 


Reproach my ſelf, to have been the 

Cauſe of all my Lord of Eſſex's: 

Misfortunes. 
„„ 


This: 
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This Diſcourſe ended in Tears, 
The Counteſs of Nottingham took 
ſmall Care to ſtop them: She was 
too much concern'd in more than 
one part of the Story, which heigh- 
tened her Fury: And leaving the 
Counteſs of Ejjex to the Horrour 
of Deſpair, the returned to the 
Queen, whom ſhe found almoſt 
drown'd in hers. She us'd all her 
Art to revive the Queen's Anger; 
and by her cruel Addreſs, effected 
ber Deſign; without ſaying a Word 
directly againſt the Criminal. 
Cecil and ſhe, were Tormented 
to ſee the Execution delay*d. 
What ſhall we do, Madam, ſays 
' heto her, if the Queen, in the very 


way that Juſtice be done? What are 
we to expect when her Anger is o- 
ver? What are we rot to fear from 


her Love, if it once get the Maſtery 


| 

| ofa Heart as hers is? Tis no where 
| fo Imperious, no where ſoà bſolute; 
and I wery much doubt, whether all 
A our 


heigth of her Anger, will not give 


i 

our Caution can prevent the ill Ef- 
ect of it. In a word, Condemn'd as 
the Earl of Eflex # by an Auguſt 
Aſſembly, tis poſſible, he may Recover 
his former Favour with the Queen, 
and utterly Ruin us, as ſoon as he ſets 
Footiag at Court. I ſhall beſtir my 
ſelf a little er that comes to paſs, 
{ſays the Counteſs of Nortizzham;) 
I have the Queen's Ear : I know 
how to ſpeak: I am not ſuſpected ; 
nor am I a Stranger to the Secrets 
of the One, nor the Other : Jet we 
are not to flatter our Selves; the 
Earl of Eſſex is Maſter of his Fortune. 
If he Petition, the Queen will not 
have the Power to deny him. He hats 
a Pledge, which gives him an Abſolute 
Power over Her : But, thanks to his 
Pride, he will not make uſe of it: Be- 
ſides, whom can he enger in an 
Aair of this Nature, but we can 


corrupt? I will not leave the Queen, 
and I'll: Pawn my Life, I will Secure 
all with her. Do your Part, and let's 
not be ſurpriz'd, ö 


F 5 | Cecil 
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Cecil knew the Counteſs of Not- 
tnzham too well to doubt of what 
ſhe ſaid: He parted better ſatisſied, 
and thought of nothing but what 
Flatter'd their common Hatred a- 
gainſt Eſſex. 
The ,Queen had had a very ill 
Night, Tormented equally with 
Sickneſs and Trouble. She con- 
ſidered the Unfaithfulneſs of the 
Earl of Eſſex ; his plotting againſt 
her Authority, his private Marri- 
age, his giving himſelf wholly up 
to the Pleaſures of it, while he pre- 
' tended to be entirely at her Devo- 
i tion, and his Pride 1n the Depth of 
if Misfortunes. 2 
She thought ſometimes theſe Re- 
flections ſtrong enough, to enable 
her to ſee him die. But preſently, 
the pleaſant Idea of him ſhe would 
! Deftroy, his Merit, his Services, and 
the Natural Inclinations ſhe had for 
him, inſpir'd her again with more 
gentle Reſolutions. She thought it 
better to ſee him a Criminal, than 
57 never 
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never ſee him more. The thoughts 


of this Execution put ner almoſt be- 
ſides her ſelf, though it was in her. 
Power to prevent it. 
The Counteſs of Nottingham was 
as wakeful as the Queen, though 
for very different Reaſons; and 
waiting on her in the Morning as 
uſual, Jou find me in a Lamentable 
Condition, ſays the Queen; and if 
you help not to Comfort me, T ſhall 
not be able to endure it much longer. 
The Wretch who cauſeth me all. this 
Trouble, is always before my Eyes, in 
the moſt. pitiful Condition imagina- 
ble. Is it poſſible, I ſbould ao no- 
thing for him, in ſuch an. extremi- 
ty ?: Shall J permit him to Periſh, . as 


if I do value him no more than ano-- 
ther; when 1 have declar'd to him, 


1 lord him? Shall J reproach 1 
ſelf one Day with Cruelty, to have For. 


ſaken him, when it was in my Power- 


to Save him? What your Majeſtyſhall 


be pleacd todo in his Favour, replies 
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be the more Geaeroas, for that he hath 
rot lolicited it. If he petition'd, 


Jour Bounty would be look*d apom as 
an Efect of your Pity, and. his Sub- 
*P!//;07s: But nom, it will proceed 
purely from your Goodneſs. 

Theſe Words effected partly what 
the aim'd at, The Qucen, Bluſh'd, 
Sigh'd, and was ſilent a while. 

It mui be confeſt (proceeds ſhe) 
That to do all for him, without put- 
tinz him tothe Coſt of one Sign of Re- 
pentance, is to approve of his Pride, 
and incouraze him to carry it on to the 
'\ bhigheſt Extremities. He would have 
' My Kjndneſs do all; and, without any 
| MRefledtion on the Outrages he hath done 
j Me, he believes, I ſhall think my Self 
' roo Happy in holding the Executioner's 
Hand. Never doubt, Madam, (lays 
the Counteſs) but he makes Account 
to Triumph ſtill over that Goodneſs 
Tour Majeſty hath always made appear 
towards him. Had he been carried 
fromWeſtminſter. tothe Scaffold; had 


Jou given him «Sight of that Scene of 


hat 5 
0774, 
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Death, aud pardon'd Southampton, 


without reſpiting the others Execu- 


tion, he would have been glad to make 
uſe of any Means, in his Power, to 
move you to Mercy. But he knows the 
Power he hath over you, and pre- 


tends that by receiving a Pardon he 


wouchſafes not to petition for, all the 
World will believe him innocent. But, 
Madam, if matters be carried on thus, 
What will be thought of the Juſtice of | 
the Kznadom ? What will the World 
judge of Jour Majeſty? There is not 4 
Perſon ignorant of this Adventure: 
And if the Earl of Eſſex, without 
acknowledging his Crimes, fee himſelf 
at Liberty: Will it not be ſaid, That 
England ic govern'd by a Queen, not 


ſo diſcreet as Fame reports her to be? 


At this, Cecil arrivd and fortify d 
extreamly the Counteſs of Motting- 


huam's Party: He ſeconded her with 
all the Art of a cruel Eloquence, to 


perſwade the Queen She was con- 
cerud in Honour, the Earl of Eſſex 


ſhould die. 
a1 - 'The 


Sens 
The Queen in a Pet, conſented 
he ſhould be Executed ſuddenly ; 
and Cecil loſt no time, in carrying 
Her Orders to thoſe who were to be. 
Actors in the Execution. 

The Earl of Eſſex, as the Coun- 
teſs. of Nottingham had ſhrewdly 
gueſs d, had no Fhoughts of Peti- 
tioning for a Favour, which, in all 

probability, the Queen's Kindneſs 
Would of it felt freely grant him. 
But when he faw himſelf on the 
Point of being carry*d to the Place of 
Execution, he thought it his Duty, 
not to neglect the Medicines he had 
in his Power, to bring about the 
| Queen. Then he reſoly'd to im- 
plore Her Mercy, and put her in 
mind of Her Promiſes and Oaths. 
And knowing the Counteſs of Not- 
| Zingham was Her Favourite and 
| Confident; tho? he had Cauſe to 
| believe, ſhe had no great Kindneſs 
for him, he was perſwaded ſhe might 
{ have Generoſity enough, to ſerve 
him in this important ca" 
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He ſent to deſire the Favour of a 
Viſit from her. The Countefs im- 
patient to know the Cauſe, went. 


directly to him, without acquain- 
ting the Queen. a 


Who, but a Barbarian, could have 
feen the Earl of Eſſex's Perſon, and 


at the ſame time know his Misfor- 
tune, without being melted into 


Campaſſion? Yet the Counteſs of 


Nottingham, at the ſight of him, 
was all Cruelty and Revenge; But, 
feigning ſome ſweetneſs, {he gave 
him a way to declare himſelf thus. 
Can you, Madam, pardon the moſt 
unfortunate of Men, the Trouble he 
gives you, at a time when” he hath no 


Cauſe to flatter himſelf you have any 


Remains of Kjnaneſs for him? Yet no- 


thing can ve now of greater Advan- 


tage to me, than your Protection. 1 
know the Power you have over the 
Queen, and wou'd you be pleas 4 to joyn 


it to my Sorrow and Repentance, for 


having offended her, I doubt not, but 


we may prevail much. Tell Her then, 
| Madam, 
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Madam, continues he, putting his 


Knee to the Ground, That you have 
ſeen mein this ſuppliant Poſture, full 
of Grief for having deſervd Her Ha- 
tred. Reſtore Her this Ring, which 


1 have Kept ; and intreat Her to re- 


member the Promiſes ſhe made when 


| "ſhe gave it me. I beg my Life by 


this Pledge, and She cannot Deny 
it Me, without forgetting Her Oaths. 
I can no longer look on Life, as a 


thing Pleaſing to ine; but a Miſerable 


| Wife, and the Interest of a Son, preſs 


me to continue it as leng as I can. 
cannot think the Innocence of the One, 


or the Infancy of the Other, needs 
my Juſtification: The Favoar to be 


begg'd of the Queen, is for me alone. 
The Counteſs of Nottingham was 


tranſported with Joy, to ſee the Earl 


truſt her with the Ring, which had 


| ſo many times alarm'd her, and 


whoſe Power Cecil was ſtill afraid 


of. She frankly promis'd what ſne 


had not the leaſt Intent to do 


for Eſſex, added feign'd Tears to 


her 
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her falſe Promiſes, and aſſur'd him, 
ſhe wonld directly go uſe her ut- 
moſt Intereſt with the Queen, in his 
Favour. : 

But inſtead of going to the Queen 
to give her an Account of her Viſit,. 
{he went to Cecil; who waited for 
her,prais'd her Cruelty,and had the 
Pleaſure to ſee in his Power, the ſole 
Obſtacle againſt Eſſex's Death. 

They went together to the Queen, 
who asking, How Eſſex receiv'd 
her laſt Orders ? 

He was never obſerv*d fo haugh- 
ty, Madam, anſwers Cecil, he can- 
not prevail with himſelf, to ſhew the 
leaſt Sign of Repentance. He thinks 
of nothing but his Wife, and ſhe is 
the whole Subject of his diſcourſe 
to thoſe who go to him. Let him 
die then, let him pzriſh, ſays the 
Lueen, very angry, ſince he will 
have it ſo. Let me be eas'd of the 
tormenting Uncertainties and Diſ- 
quiets Iam under. Iam no longer 
againſt his Execution. | 
This 


/ 
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This Zealous Miniſter was un- 
willing to leave the Queen the leaſt 


time of Reflection: And while the 
Earl of Eſſex was in expectation of 


the Effe of the Promiſes of the 


unfaithful Counteſs of Nottingham, 


Proviſion was made for his Executi- 
on in the Tower, to avoid a Rebel- 


lion among the People, who lov'd 


him. „ 
His Soul was naturally great, and 
diſcover'd not the leaſt Weakneſs, 
in the laſt Extremity. : 
Never did Man go to his Death 
with more Conſtancy and Firmneſs. 
He did not murmur in the leaſt, 


E _ againſt the Queen; tho he might 


have reproach'd her with Promiſes. 
He mounted the Scaffold reſolutely, 
Undreſt himſelf, Recommended his 
Family to thoſe about him; and ha- 
ving drawn Tears from all Eyes 
that were Spectators of that laſt Act 
of his Life, he receiv'd his Death, 
without ſo much as giving way his: 
Eyes ſhould be cover'de. 
EDS, Thus 
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Thus dy'd this famous Favourite 
of Queen Elizabeth: One of the 
beſt quality'd Perſons in the World, 
and a Man who had been too hap- 
py, had not Love had too great a 


Power over him. 


Soon after the Queen had conſent- 
ed he ſhould be Executed, ſhe Re- 


laps'd into her former Irreſolutions, 
and, after a ſharp Conflict within 


her ſelf, ſne roſolv'd to pardon him, 
and ſent an Officer of her Guards to 
forbid their proceeding further: 
But it was too late. Cecil had fore- 
ſeen what might happen, and Cru- 
elly porn againſt the Effects of 
her Relapſe into former Kindneſs. 
The Earl of Eſſex was already Ex- 
ecuted ; and that was the Anſwer 
he carry'd the Queen. 

Then it was ſhe loſt her o_ 
ry Moderation ; than her Grief 


broke out publickly. ED 
e! ſays ſhe, What Miſchief 
hath your Barbarous Zgat, and Impa- 


- tence done me 


With 


| 
; 
| 
: 
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With that, ſhe burſt out into 
Tears, and would not endure the 
Careſſes or the Comforts of any 
about her. | 
While the Queen abhorr'd her 
ſelf, for the Orders her Anger had 
given Cecil, who had fo futhfully 


| Ccaus'd them to be executed, joyn'd 


the Pleafure of having procur'd 
them: And the Counteſs of Not- 
tiagham triumph'd in her ſelf, for 
the Revenge ſhe had taken of 
a Man who had lighted her 
Harm.. | 
is impoſſible to expreſs the 
Grief of the Counteſs of Eſſex, the 


moſt ſtony Hearts had Tears for 
her. The Queen, (whoſe Anger was 
dead with the Earl) ſent to com- 


fort her, and aſſure her, ſhe was at 


Liberty, and might diſpoſe of her 


Husband's Eſtate. 

Let her take my Life, and keep 
her Pity to her ſelf, ſays the Coun- 
teſs to the Queen's Meſſenger ? 


She hath robb'd me of all that made. 
my 


Earl of Efex, whoſe Death 


f eee 
my Life dear unto me; and *tis not 
in her Power, to repair the Miſchief 
ſhe hath done me. 

The Earlof Eſſex's Friends, find- 
ing her, at preſent, incapable of 
Comfort, even from them whom 
ſhe eſteem'd highly, for their Love 
to the Earl, took her from London, 
in hopes, that time might make 
her ſuſceptible of that Conſolati- 
on, which the Violence of her pre- 
ſeat Sorrows render'd altogether 


vain, 


As for the Queen, ſhe languiſh'd 
out the reſt of her Life: The only 
Comfort ihe had, was to think the 
Earl of Efſex had {lighted her to 
his Death, and never made herany 
Submiſhon. : — 

The Counteſs of Wotting ham 
had ſmall Joy of her Faithleſs Life. 
A violent Malady ſeized her, and 
made her ſenſible of the Horrours 


of Death : Remorſe of Conſcience 


tormented her ; the.-Ghoſt of the 
her 
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her Cruelty occſiaon'ꝰd) ſeem'd to 
Haunt her inceſſantly: And being 
at the Point of Death, ſhe could 
not depart, without acknowledge- 
ing her Crime to the Queen. Ha- 
ving begg'd one Moments Audi- 
ence, ſhe confeſs'd all that had paſsꝰd 
between the Earl of Eſſex and her, 
the Love ſhe had for him, the Im- 
placable Hatred that ſucceeded it, 
and her Perfidiouſneſs in keeping 
the Ring, he had truſted her with. 
With that ſhe preſented the Ring 
to the Queen, who was ready to dye 
at the receiving it; and was within 
very little of making the dying 
Counteſs feel the Violence of her 
Reſentment. 
Wretch ! crys ſhe with Looks full 
of Indignation, what Remorſe haft 


thou epos d me to] Whether Heaven 
will Pardon thy Crimes, I know not; 


am ſure I ſhall never forget them. 
Having thus ſaid, the Queen went 
18 the Counteſs in few Hours 
; This 


1 to 
eing 
vuld 
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This prov'd a mortal Blow to 
the Queen's Health; ho not long 
after dy'd, uncomforted for the . 
Earl of Eſſex. 
Cecil had Lov'd the Counteſs of 
Nottingham too well, to be eaſily 
Comforted for hers. 
By the Death of Queen Elizabeth, 


the Crown of Eugland paſs'd into 


the illuſtrious Houſe of the Stuarts, 

whoſe Right it was. And King 
James, after a Glorious Reign, left 
it to his Poſterity, for the Repoſe 


of his Kingdom. 


